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ANNUAL 5K RUN POSTPONED UNTIL 2017
The D&R Canal Watch has reluctantly voted to postpone its 25 th annual 5K fun run until spring 2017. The big
celebration this milestone race deserves is simply impossible this year. The primary reasons are: one of its two
volunteer race coordinators has resigned after 24 years of dedicated service; and the bridges on River Drive in
Titusville will not be repaired in time for a return to the level towpath for the 2016 race.
The Canal Watch is planning to rethink and reorganize its fundraiser in light of new realities:



There are now four times as many races as there were 25 years ago; and
We currently need new, energetic volunteers to take over. Leadership, computer, sponsorship solicitation, and
outreach skills are especially needed; individuals and groups of employees or organizations are welcome to
apply. Our run committee has always been an enthusiastic and cohesive group that is gratefully appreciated by
both runners and the Canal Watch. Each volunteer has the satisfaction of making an annual fun event possible
and helping to support the recreational, historic, and scenic D&R Canal State Park.

Run meeting dates will be announced in the near future. To volunteer or for additional information, please visit
‘Annual-D-R-Canal-Watch-5k-Fun-Run’ on Facebook, email watch1989@canalwatch.org, or call
609 924-2683.
YOUR OPPORTUNITY TO SUPPORT THE CANAL!
In September 2016 the Canal Watch is planning to launch an improved membership campaign that will
demonstrate more fully its deep appreciation to its loyal donors, increase their numbers substantially, and attract
business and corporate contributors. Before this can happen, and especially because race proceeds will not be
coming in this year, we are requesting special donations for the park. The Canal Watch has completed
a comprehensive study of facilities for canoeists and kayakers on the canal that calls for new docks and ramps in
addition to improved parking, toilet, and picnic facilities that will benefit all park users. Your contributions will
allow these improvements to happen sooner. Please be generous!

D&R CANAL WATCH SPECIAL CONTRIBUTION FORM SPRING 2016
___ I (we) wish to contribute ___ $25; ___ $50; ___ $100; ___ Other
___ Corporate/business contribution ___ $50; ___ $100; ___ $250; ___ $500; ____ Other
Name _________________________________________________________________________________
Name of corporation/business ______________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________________ State ______________ Zip __________________
Phone____________________________ Email address (please!) _________________________________
Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, NJ 08553-0002

CANOEING ON THE DELAWARE AND RARITAN CANAL
CANAL WATCH ANNUAL MEETING, SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Don Griffin, from the Mohawk Canoe Club, and Barbara Ross, Canal Watch vice
president, with considerable input from others, have prepared an inventory of paddling
facilities on the D&R Canal.
They will discuss this plan in an illustrated presentation at the annual meeting on Sunday,
June 12 at 2:00 p.m. at the Mule Tenders Barracks in Griggstown.
Despite being one of the premier recreational facilities in Central New Jersey, the D&R
Canal is not canoe– and kayak-friendly.
There are many bridges that are very low,
some impossible to boat under. At many
bridges and locks there are not easily
accessible places to easily put in and take
out canoes and kayaks.
Barbara has sent a letter to the D&R
Canal Commission, urging that every
permit issued for future canal bridge
construction or renovation specify

a minimum 24” clearance. On behalf
of the Canal Watch, she has also asked
that the Commission explore with NJ
DOT what can be done to rectify the two
bridges on the Main Canal that are
impassable and negotiate an agreement

for all future bridges and bridge modifications that specifies a clearance of 24.”

Come to the annual meeting
and hear about all of the
details.
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CANAL WATCH WALKS AND OTHER EVENTS FOR 2015
This list will be updated and emailed as the year goes on. Be sure to send your email address to us at
barthlinda123@aol.com if you are not already on our list.
Saturday, March 19– 10:00 a.m. Hike 5.3 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Fireman’s Eddy to
Prallsville Mill (the meeting place) or choose the 2.6-mile walk to the Holcombe-Jimison Farm. The tour
will include the historic remnants of the feeder canal outlet lock to the river, other historic canal structures
and expansive views across river. Leader: Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or pvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, April 2 - 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. 3.1 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Zarephath to Lock 11 in South Bound Brook (the meeting place), across from the post office on Canal
Road at Madison Street. 2-3 hours. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at 201-401-3121 or bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, April 16– 10:00 a.m. Hike 5.3 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Fireman’s Eddy to
Washington Crossing (the meeting place) or choose the 4.1-mile walk to Church Road in Titusville.
Leader: Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or pvcombe@gmail.com. SEE BELOW.
Saturday, April 30— 10:00 a.m. Hike 6.2 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Washington Crossing to
Ellarslie, the Trenton City Museum in Cadwalader Park (the meeting place) or choose the 2.4-mile walk
to Scudder’s Falls. The tour will pass by Wilburtha and Upper Ferry Road and will include historic canal
structures: several stop gates, a spillway, an aqueduct, and other historic features. Leader: Pamela V’Combe,
609-635-2783 or pvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, May 14 – 11:00-5:00, Spirit of the Jerseys State History Fair, Monmouth Battlefield State Park.
Experience five centuries of New Jersey’s history all in one place—a historical festival for all ages. This free,
award-winning event, which runs from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain or shine, annually draws more than 5,000 visitors.
The fair is a fun-filled adventure into New Jersey’s past with living history demonstrations, military reenactors,
tours, exhibits, period music and dance, and historical organizations and museums from around the state. There
are plenty of hands-on activities for kids and adults, from learning the art of paper marbling to participating in
historical games; to plowing a furrow or participating in a military drill. This is a chance to see the new visitor
center at Monmouth Battlefield, 16 Highway 33 Business, Manalapan Township, NJ 07726; 732-462-9616.
Saturday, May 21 – 10:00 a.m. Hike 4.5 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Whitehead Road to
Ellarslie, the Trenton City Museum in Cadwalader Park (the meeting place) or choose the 2.5-mile
walk to the Trenton Battle Monument. Questions? Contact Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or
pvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, June 4 - 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. 3.5 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Griggstown to the Blackwells Mills Causeway (the meeting place), 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth,
201-401-3121; bbarth@att.net.
Sunday, June 5 - Birdwatching walk. Meet at the historic Van Wickle House off Easton Avenue at the foot
of DeMott Lane, Somerset section of Franklin. See and hear Baltimore and Orchard orioles and other nesting
songbirds as we walk along the Delaware & Raritan Canal. (GPS: 1289 Easton Ave., Somerset NJ 08873.)
Leaders: Barbara & George Dawson, 732-249-2670; email -- barbaradawsonwriter@yahoo.com.
Sunday, June 12 – 2:00 p.m. Canal Watch Annual Meeting at the Griggstown Muletenders Barracks, 4
Griggstown Causeway, Princeton. Canoe and Water Trails along the canal. Questions? Contact Linda Barth
at 908-240-0488 or barthlinda123@aol.com.
(continued on the next page)

3

Saturday, June 18 – 10:00 a.m. History Bike Tour on the D&R Canal towpath from Kingston to
Griggstown and back, 10 miles round trip. Explore the structures along the D&R Canal with Canal
Watch trustee Bob Barth. Meet at the locktender’s home in Kingston. Bring water; helmet required.
Questions? Contact Bob Barth at 201-401-3121 or bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, July 9 - 10:00 a.m. Hike 6.2 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Carnegie Road to
Ellarslie, the Trenton City Museum in Cadwalader Park (the meeting place) or choose the 3-mile walk
to the Trenton Battle Monument. Contact Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or pvcombe@gmail.com .
Saturday, August 13 – 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History, 3.1 miles on the D&R Canal towpath
from Griggstown Causeway to Rocky Hill (the meeting place). Use the big parking lot off Laurel Avenue,
just south of Route 518. 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121; bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, October 1 – 10:00 a.m. Hike 4.8 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Zarephath to
Blackwells Mills Causeway (the meeting place) or choose the 2.7-mile walk to East Millstone.
Contact Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or pvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, October 1 (date tentative) East Millstone
Canalfest, Market Street, East Millstone.
Saturday, October 15 – 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through
History. 3.8 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Alexander Road to Kingston (the meeting place). 2-3
hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121;
bbarth@att.net.
Friday, November 4 - 7:00 p.m. Star-gazing along the
canal. The Moon and its craters, mountains, and mare
(dark areas on the surface of the moon) will be visible in
the west, as will bright Venus and giant Jupiter. Saturn will
rise in the east where we will be able to see its glorious rings. The event will take place at the Griggstown
Grasslands. Leader: Wayne Petko. Registration is required; attendance limited to 30 people. Contact Wayne
Petko at wpetko02@gmail.com
Saturday, November 26 –10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. 2.6 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Port Mercer to Alexander Road (the meeting place). 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121;
bbarth@att.net.

SAVE THE DATE: SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Canal Watch Annual Meeting
Canoe and water trails for the D&R Canal
2:00 p.m. at the Griggstown Mule Tenders Barracks
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CANAL WATCH ON BULLS ISLAND: OPEN IT TO THE PUBLIC
The beginning of the feeder of the Delaware and Raritan Canal
After a falling tree caused the death of a camper at Bulls Island in 2011, the DEP decided to
permanently close the campground (the only one in the canal state park). An assessment of tree health
determined the upper campground at Bull’s Island Recreation Area is susceptible to silt buildup from
repeated floods and that weakens roots of trees in the area. “Based on this examination and more frequent
flooding, we determined that the prudent course is to permanently close the upper river campground area
and restore it to a natural state,” then-DEP official Amy Cradic said in a statement at the time.
Not only is camping now forbidden, but the public is prevented from even walking the trails on the
island. Some trees have been removed, although now there are no visitors who would be endangered by
falling trees.
Bulls Island was one of the most popular campgrounds in New Jersey, an oasis for fishermen, birdwatchers, canal buffs, and nature lovers.
It’s a shame that no one will ever be allowed to camp at Bulls Island again. But why can’t people visit
and enjoy these beautiful surroundings on a day-use basis?
Why has the state of New Jersey kept this wonderful park closed to the public for four years? When
will it be open for the citizens of the Garden State to enjoy?
No limited access plan will be acceptable. Bulls Island must be completely opened to the public for day
use without further delay.
Anyone who takes a walk in the woods accepts the responsibility
and possibility that a freak accident may cause injury. That is no reason to close the woods to public access. That is no reason to limit
access to the woods. That is no reason to keep the public out of its
own state park.

THE D&R CANAL WATCH URGES
THE STATE TO REOPEN
BULLS ISLAND STATE PARK!

PURCHASES FOR THE D&R CANAL STATE PARK
Over the past 25 years, the proceeds from our annual 5K Fun Run have been used to support the state
park in many ways. As all park budgets have been cut, there is not always money for needed items.
The D&R Canal Watch has made many purchases for our park. The most recent is the purchase of lumber of protect the windows of the Carnegie Road bridgetender’s home. Trustee Marion Munk has added an
artistic flair by painting the plywood on the windows. Among them are:
Lumber for canoe dock at Griggstown
Pop-up projection screen for outdoor
viewing of videos
An LED projector
Subscription to the Meetup website

A digital camera
Picnic tables
Benches
Computer software
Printer ink

Scanner
Water testing kit
An external computer drive
Canal interpretive signage

Your dues, purchase of our sales goods, and support of the 5K Fun Run have made these donations
possible. Thanks for your continued support.
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DELAWARE & RARITAN CANAL WATCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2015-2016
Class of 2018
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer
Doug McCray (Southampton)
Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook)

Class of 2017
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
Fairfax Hutter (Princeton)
Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Gordon Mikoski (Princeton)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington), membership chair

Class of 2016
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth, activities chair
Eric Jetzt (Trenton)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)

D&R Canal Watch 2015-2016 Membership
D&R Canal Watch 2015-2016 Membership Renewal Form
Membership year: September 1 to August 31
Individual $15 _______

Family $25 _______

$50 _______

$100 _______

Other ______

Name ______________________________________________________________________________
Address ____________________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________________ State _____________ Zip ______________
Phone(s) ___________________________________________________________________________
Email address _______________________________________________________________________
Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002.
From now on, except for the fall issue, our newsletters will be posted on the Canal Watch website,
www.canalwatch.org. You will receive email notification that a new downloadable issue of the newsletter is
posted in color on the website. This saves both natural resources and considerable postage costs. Do you
wish to continue to receive the newsletter via U. S. mail? Yes ____ No ____
Volunteers are needed to lead walks/trips. Do you have computer, photography, or design skills that you
are willing to use for the organization? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___ Try me ____ (circle your skill)
The D & R Canal Watch is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.
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