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D&R CANAL WATER TRAIL IMAGINED
CANAL WATCH ANNUAL MEETING, SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Don Griffin, from the Mohawk Canoe Club, and Barbara
Ross, Canal Watch vice president, will lead the audience on a
whirlwind paddle down the D&R Canal of the future.
On the feeder canal they will put in at Bulls Island and take
out at Ewing Township’s Lower Ferry Road, then jump to the
main canal and paddle from Cherry Tree Lane in Lawrence
Township to Franklin Township’s DeMott Lane.
Proposed new trailheads and bridge, portage, launch, and
signage improvements will be highlighted, with glimpses of the
countryside, communities, and adjacent waterways along the
canal’s route.
This program is designed to introduce the public to a
proposed D&R Canal Water Trail and to gather suggestions
and comments before the plan is presented to the several regulatory agencies that maintain jurisdiction over the canal. It is important that paddlers and other recreational
users have a stake in this exciting new venture.
Following the PowerPoint presentation, those interested are encouraged to remain for an in-depth discussion
about the future of the canal state park, fundraising, the 5K run, and other events. The D&R Canal Watch is seizing
this opportunity and seeking new ideas. Those members interested in volunteering or otherwise participating in the
future of the Canal Watch are especially urged to attend.
Sunday, June 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the Muletender’s
Barracks, 4 Griggstown Causeway, in the Griggstown
section of Franklin Township, between River Road and
Canal Road. The Barracks is the long building on the
west side of the canal. (For GPS, use Princeton as the
town, even though it’s nowhere near Princeton.)
At the meeting we will vote on the following trustees
for the Class of 2019:
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville), activities chair
Jessica Hunsdon (Highland Park)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)
Jean Bruno Stremlo (Piscataway)

To view the color version of the newsletter, send your email address to barthlinda123@aol.com.

THE DELAWARE AND RARITAN CANAL — BACK IN TIME
The article below comes from the October 19, 1854 issue of
The Somerset Whig newspaper. It describes an incident involving
Peter Hoagland, the ancestor of Frank McGonigle, president of the
Somerset County Historical Society. We thank Frank and the
society for the use of this story.

ALMOST FATAL. An exciting scene occurred at
Boundbrook on last Thursday. A horse and wagon were
left at the door of Holcombe’s hotel by Mr. Peter
Hoagland. A small lad, son of Hoagland, was in the
wagon, having however no control over the horse,
which soon started off at a rapid rate and made towards
East Boundbrook [today’s South Bound Brook].
The horse safely ran over the long bridge [today’s
Queen’s bridge over the Raritan River], but the canal
bridge being swung off for the passage of a boat,
plunged headlong into the canal which is at this point
quite wide and deep.
Fortunately as the boy rose to the surface a pole was
reached him by which he was supported until he was
rescued. The horse also was gotten out alive. The owner
of the horse had, we learn, given special directions that
he should not be left alone, and had Hoagland received
the ducking instead of his innocent child, the result
would have been a proper one. The event carries its lessons, among which is this: don’t allow a horse as fond
of water to stand untied at a tavern door.

Thanks to Tom Glover who provided the above story and
the newspaper photos from his Hamilton Library Local
History Collection.

▲Caption: Here’s one way to be cool. Let somebody keep throwing
you into the water. It looks as if this little lady is going to land on one
of those swimmers, but she didn’t. This group was found along the
canal in Cadwalader Park.
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Caption: The scene above represents the city’s attractive entrance
to Cadwalader park, built a few years ago. The tunnel is the only
avenue which access to the park may be gained from the direction of West State street, runs under both the canal and the
Belvidere division of the Pennsylvania Railroad. The picture
above was taken by Master Leon Barber of 895 East State street,
who has entered it in the Kodak contest being conducted by the
Evening True American.

CANAL WATCH WALKS AND OTHER EVENTS FOR 2016
This list will be updated and emailed as the year goes on. Be sure to send your email address to us at
barthlinda123@aol.com if you are not already on our list.
Saturday, June 4 - 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. 3.5 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Griggstown to the Blackwells Mills Causeway (the meeting place), 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth,
201-401-3121; bbarth@att.net.
Sunday, June 5 - 8:00 a.m. Birdwatching walk. Meet at the historic Van Wickle House off Easton Avenue at
the foot of DeMott Lane, Somerset section of Franklin. See and hear Baltimore and Orchard orioles and other
nesting songbirds as we walk along the Delaware & Raritan Canal. (GPS: 1289 Easton Ave., Somerset NJ
08873.) Leaders: Barbara & George Dawson, 732-249-2670; email -- barbaradawsonwriter@yahoo.com.
Sunday, June 12 – 2:00 p.m. Canal Watch Annual Meeting at the Griggstown Muletenders Barracks, 4
Griggstown Causeway, Princeton. Canoe and Water Trails along the canal. Questions? Contact Linda Barth at
908-240-0488 or barthlinda123@aol.com.
Saturday, June 18 – 10:00 a.m. History Bike Tour on the D&R Canal towpath from Kingston to Griggstown
and back, 10 miles round trip. Explore the structures along the D&R Canal with Canal Watch trustee Bob Barth.
Meet at the locktender’s home in Kingston. Bring water; helmet required. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at
201-401-3121 or bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, July 9 - 10:00 a.m. Hike 6.2 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Carnegie Road to Ellarslie, the
Trenton City Museum in Cadwalader Park (the meeting place) or choose the 3-mile walk to the Trenton Battle
Monument. Contact Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or pjvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, August 13 – 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History, 3.1 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Griggstown Causeway to Rocky Hill (the meeting place). Use the big parking lot off Laurel Avenue, just south
of Route 518. 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121; bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, June 18 – 10:00 a.m. History Bike Tour on the D&R Canal towpath from Kingston to Griggstown
and back, 10 miles round trip. Explore the structures along the D&R Canal with Canal Watch trustee Bob Barth.
Meet at the locktender’s home in Kingston. Bring water; helmet required. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at
201-401-3121 or bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, July 9 - 10:00 a.m. Hike 6.2 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Carnegie Road to Ellarslie, the
Trenton City Museum in Cadwalader Park (the meeting place) or choose the 3-mile walk to the Trenton Battle
Monument. Contact Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or pjvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, August 13 – 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History, 3.1 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Griggstown Causeway to Rocky Hill (the meeting place). Use the big parking lot off Laurel Avenue, just south
of Route 518. 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121; bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, October 1 – 10:00 a.m. Hike 4.8 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from Zarephath to Blackwells
Mills Causeway (the meeting place) or choose the 2.7-mile walk to East Millstone. Contact Pamela V’Combe,
609-635-2783 or pjvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, October 15 East Millstone Canalfest, Market Street, East Millstone.
Saturday, October 15 – 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. 3.8 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Alexander Road to Kingston (the meeting place). 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121;
bbarth@att.net.
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Friday, November 4 - 7:00 p.m. Star-gazing along the canal. The Moon and its craters, mountains, and
mare (dark areas on the surface of the moon) will be visible in the west, as will bright Venus and giant Jupiter. Saturn will rise in the east where we will be able to see its glorious rings. The event will take place at the
Griggstown Grasslands. Leader: Wayne Petko. Registration is required; attendance limited to 30 people.
Contact Wayne Petko at wpetko02@gmail.com
Saturday, November 26 –10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. 2.6 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Port Mercer to Alexander Road (the meeting place). 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121;
bbarth@att.net.
DELAWARE & RARITAN CANAL WATCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2015-2016
Class of 2017
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
Fairfax Hutter (Princeton)
Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington), membership chair
Class of 2018
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer

Doug McCray (Southampton)
Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook)
Class of 2019
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville), activities chair
Jessica Hunsdon (Highland Park)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)
Jean Bruno Stremlo (Piscataway)

CANAL WATCH ON BULLS ISLAND: OPEN IT TO THE PUBLIC
The beginning of the feeder of the Delaware and Raritan Canal
After a falling tree caused the death of a camper at Bulls Island in 2011, the DEP decided to
permanently close the campground (the only one in the canal state park). An assessment of tree health determined the upper campground at Bull’s Island Recreation Area is susceptible to silt buildup from repeated floods
and that weakens roots of trees in the area. “Based on this examination and more frequent flooding, we determined that the prudent course is to permanently close the upper river campground area and restore it to a natural
state,” then-DEP official Amy Cradic said in a statement at the time.
Not only is camping now forbidden, but the public is prevented from even walking the trails on the island.
Some trees have been removed, although now there are no visitors who would be endangered by falling trees.
Bulls Island was one of the most popular campgrounds in New Jersey, an oasis for fishermen, birdwatchers,
canal buffs, and nature lovers.
It’s a shame that no one will ever be allowed to camp at Bulls Island again. But why can’t people visit and
enjoy these beautiful surroundings on a day-use basis?
Why has the state of New Jersey kept this wonderful park closed to the public for five years? When will it be
open for the citizens of the Garden State to enjoy?
No limited access plan will be acceptable. Bulls Island must be completely opened to the public for day use without further delay.
Anyone who takes a walk in the woods accepts the responsibility
and possibility that a freak accident may cause injury. That is no reason
to close the woods to public access. That is no reason to limit access to
the woods. That is no reason to keep the public out of its own state
park.

THE D&R CANAL WATCH URGES THE
STATE TO REOPEN
BULLS ISLAND STATE PARK!
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