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BULLS ISLAND: OPEN IT TO THE PUBLIC
The beginning of the feeder of the Delaware and Raritan Canal
Why is the Bulls Island section of the D&R Canal State Park still closed, after five years? When will it
be reopened?
On July 3rd, hundreds of people visited the lower section of Bulls Island, but parking was a problem. If the
northern section had been open, people could have parked there instead of using the shoulder of Route 29.
The D&R Canal Commission wants to wait until the master plan is changed, but that could take years, due to
a staffing shortage.
It is unfortunate that a camper was killed by a falling tree in 2011. That alone forced the closing of the
campground. But why can’t walkers enter the area?
Accidents have occurred in other parks. For example, in Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness in northeastern Minnesota, the same thing happened, but the area was not closed. In the Voyageurs National Park in Minnesota
two boys were injured when a tree fell while they were camping. The park was not closed. Last August in Yosemite, two young people were killed after a limb from an oak tree fell on their tent as they slept at Upper Pines Campground in Yosemite National Park. That campground was not closed.
An assessment of tree health determined that the upper campground at Bull’s Island Recreation Area is susceptible to silt
buildup from repeated floods and that weakens roots of trees in the
area. “Based on this examination and more frequent flooding, we
determined that the prudent course is to permanently close the upper river campground area and restore it to a natural state,” thenDEP official Amy Cradic said in a statement at the time.
“They don’t think they have enough staffing to keep it up. The
park service isn’t a priority in the state budget,” said Dr. Frank
Gallagher, former assistant director of New Jersey state parks.
We understand why camping is now forbidden, but the public is
prevented from even walking the trails on the island. Some visitors
would like to visit the entrance to the canal at the Delaware River,
but that is currently prohibited. Birders would like to see the yellow-throated warbler, as this is the only place it is
found in New Jersey.
Bulls Island was one of the most popular campgrounds in New Jersey, an oasis for fishermen, birdwatchers,
canal buffs, and nature lovers. It’s unfortunate that no one will ever be allowed to camp at Bulls Island again. But
why can’t people visit and enjoy these beautiful surroundings on a day-use basis?
Why has the state of New Jersey kept this wonderful park closed to the public for five years? When will it be
open for the citizens to enjoy? No limited access plan will be acceptable. Bulls Island must be completely opened
to the public for day use without further delay.
Anyone who takes a walk in the woods accepts the responsibility and possibility that a freak accident may cause
injury. That is no reason to close the woods to public access. That is no reason to keep the public out of its own
state park.

To view the color version of the newsletter, send your email address to barthlinda123@aol.com.

WE ASK YOU TO PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2017. SEE PAGE 8 FOR DETAILS.
Who is in charge of the Delaware and Raritan Canal State Park?

Three agencies are involved with the jurisdictional responsibilities of the Delaware and Raritan Canal.
The canal is managed by a three-party property agreement between the D&R Canal Commission, the New
Jersey Water Supply Authority, and the State Park Service, a division of the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. This agreement outlines each agency’s individual and shared responsibilities.
The Delaware and Raritan Canal Commission was established in October, 1974, when Governor Brendan
Byrne signed the D&R Canal State Park Law. The commission was created to accomplish three main tasks:




to review and approve, reject or modify any action by the State in the canal park, or any permit for action
in the park;
to undertake planning for the development of the canal park; and
to prepare and administer a land use regulatory program that will protect the canal park from the harmful
impacts of new developments in central New Jersey.

The D&R Canal Commission administers a land-use regulatory program within the area where new development could have drainage, visual or other ecological impact on the Canal Park. The area within which there
could be a drainage impact is almost 400 square miles, including parts of Mercer, Hunterdon, Somerset,
Middlesex and Monmouth counties. Major projects (those that involve an acre or more of impervious surface
as of 1980) must meet the Commission’s standards for managing storm water runoff.
If a project of any size is proposed for the area that is within 1,000 feet of the canal, it is reviewed for its
visual impact on the park. Further, the commission reviews large projects that are within a mile of the park for
their traffic impact and requires the preservation of corridors along the major streams that enter the park.
Members of the commission are: John Loos, vice chairman; Bob Martin, DEP commissioner, who is
usually represented by a member of his department; Julia Cobb Allen; Mary Leck; Philip Lubitz; Douglas
Palmer; Ed Trzaska; and Bruce Stout. The executive director is Marlen Dooley.
The commission meetings, which are open to the public, are held on the third Wednesday of each month
(unless a holiday causes a change). The next Delaware & Raritan Canal Commission meeting will take place
on Wednesday, December 21, 2016 at 10:00 a.m. at the Commission’s office in the Prallsville Mill
Complex on Route 29 in Stockton, New Jersey.
For more information, please visit: http://www.dandrcanal.com/drcc/regulatory.html
(continued on page three)
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The New Jersey Water Supply Authority is a public body, corporate and politic, constituted as an instrumentality of the State of New Jersey, exercising public and essential governmental functions.
The authority was created by the New Jersey Water Supply Act on October 7, 1981, and in connection with
the act, all water supply facilities owned or operated by the State were transferred or leased to the authority.
The members of the authority consist of the commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Environmental
Protection (ex-officio member) and six public members appointed by the Governor upon the advice and consent
of the New Jersey Senate.
The public members represent the agricultural community, industrial water users, residential water users,
private watershed associations, public finance and water resource management and distribution.
Through rate support of our customers, the New Jersey Water Supply Authority seeks to maintain a dependable supply of water to central New Jersey residents, and preserve and enhance source water quality and quantity through planning, preservation, and assessment and rehabilitation of critical watershed parcels.
The members of the NJWSA board are Bob Martin, commissioner of the NJDEP, chair; Steven J. Picco,
vice chair; Shing-Fu Hsueh, secretary; Louis C. Mai, treasurer; Susan Blew; Robert J. Iacullo; and Ellsworth
Havens. Henry Patterson is the executive director. Meetings are usually scheduled for the first business
Monday of each month at 2:00 p.m. in the Clinton office, 1851 Route 31 North, Clinton. 908-638-6121. For
more information, please visit http://www.njwsa.org/.

In the state of New Jersey, the New Jersey Division of Parks and Forestry is an administrative division of
the New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection. The division is directly responsible for the management and operation of New Jersey’s public park system, which includes 42 state parks, 11 state forests, 3
recreation areas, and more than 50 historic sites and districts. Its duties also include protecting state and private
lands from wildfire, managing forests, educating the public about environmental stewardship and natural
resources, as well as growing trees to maintain and restore forests in rural and urban areas, and to preserve the
diversity of the trees within the forests.
The cultural and natural heritage of New Jersey is reflected in the diversity of its public parks, forests, and
historic sites. The division is the steward of the historic homes, landscapes and battlefields where George
Washington and the Continental Army spent almost half of the American Revolutionary War.
Mark Texel is the director of the Division of Parks and Forestry.
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THE CANALS OF NEW JERSEY
Although the Canal Watch focuses on our own Delaware & Raritan Canal, New Jersey has many other
manmade waterways that you may not have heard about.
The famous, mountain-climbing Morris Canal crossed the state, passing through Warren, Sussex, Morris, Passaic, Essex, and Hudson counties. It began in Phillipsburg and ended in Jersey City. Like the D&R,
the Morris carried mainly anthracite coal from Pennsylvania.
In addition, we have numerous short canals around the state. You may have heard Richard Hunter speak
at a Canal Watch meeting about the Trenton Water Power (Ewing Township and Trenton, Mercer County),
which
brought
Delaware River
water to the mills
and factories in
Trenton.
The
Dundee
Canal
(Passaic
County) cut off a
bend in the Passaic
River and allowed
navigation
between Newark and
the Paterson Falls.
It was mainly built
to serve as water
power for the
Botany
Mill
Complex and other
mills in Passaic.
The
Raritan
Power Canal is a
three-mile waterway, in Bridgewater Township
and Raritan Borough, Somerset County. Formerly used to supply water to the mills in Raritan Borough, it
is now part of the Raritan River Greenway (see article, p. 5-7).
In South River and Sayreville, Middlesex County, the Washington Canal cuts off a bend in the South
River.
In Allaire Village (Monmouth County) and in Historic Smithville (Burlington County) you can see short
waterways that were used by the local industry.
The Point Pleasant Canal (Ocean County) and the Cape May Canal are part of the Atlantic Intracoastal
Waterway. Both give boaters a more protected route than the Atlantic Ocean.
In Salem County, the Salem Canal (Deepwater and Carneys Point) is a shortcut from the Delaware
River to the Salem River at the Dupont Company’s Chambers Works.
Jeffrey Hoffman, of the New Jersey Geological Survey, has created a map showing all of the manmade
waterways in the Garden State. He has discovered several very short canals in the Cape May/Wildwood
area, two along the Delaware River, the Harrisville Water Power Canal in Burlington County, and many
more. If you would like a copy of the map, just visit http://www.nj.gov/dep/njgs/geodata/dgs08-1.htm and
scroll down to the map. You can download it and print it. For a larger version, call 609-633-1043.
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CANAL WATCH WALKS AND OTHER EVENTS FOR 2016
This list will be updated and emailed as the year goes on. Be sure to send your email address to us at
barthlinda123@aol.com if you are not already on our list.
Saturday, November 26 –10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. 2.6 miles on the D&R Canal towpath from
Port Mercer to Alexander Road (the meeting place). 2-3 hours. Questions? Bob Barth, 201-401-3121;
bbarth@att.net.

CHECK OUR WEBSITE, www.canalwatch.org, EARLY NEXT YEAR FOR
A LIST OF ACTIVITIES FOR 2017.
In 2017 we hope to add a walk on the Raritan Power Canal in Bridgewater and Raritan. Below is a history of that waterway.
Raritan Power Canal, Bridgewater and Raritan, New Jersey
By Linda (House) Barth; photos by David S. Wiley
In 1791, at the urging of Alexander Hamilton, the Society for Establishing Useful Manufactures (SUM) was
incorporated by an act of the State Legislature. The next year, the society employed practical engineers to
examine the rivers of the state and select the best site for water-powered manufacturing. The engineers reported
on the three most favorable sites:
the falls of the Passaic (Paterson);
the falls of the Delaware (Trenton); and
the Raritan River, near Somerville
As you probably know, the society chose the Great Falls of the Passaic at which to establish its useful manufactures. But the inclusion of the Raritan River near Somerville as a possible manufacturing center attracted the
attention of practical businessmen. With the coming of the railroad for fast shipment and the presence of the
Raritan River for power, these men realized that the Somerville/Raritan area would be ideal for industry.
In 1836 a survey was made with a view to building a raceway that would use the flow of the Raritan River.
This survey was initiated by John Gaston, Garrett Wall, and James Nevius, all of whom have been memorialized
in street names in Raritan.
These three gentlemen soon attracted other investors and “The Somerville Water-Power Company” was incorporated on February 28, 1840, with a capital stock of $200,000 and the right to increase it to $300,000. They
had the power to purchase and hold land and water rights, erect a dam, make a raceway, and divert the water of
the Raritan River from its channel.
Land was purchased and a dam was constructed a short distance below the confluence of the North and South
branches of the Raritan. This would raise the level of the river 2½ feet, allowing it to be diverted into the raceway, and thence to the proposed sites of manufacturing.
The channel was dug just below the dam, in the present-day Bradley Gardens section of Bridgewater along the
Old York Road. It ran nearly parallel to the river for three miles to the village of Raritan. A permanent embankment was built on each side. Two reservoirs were also built: one two miles below the dam and the other at the
terminus to maintain the necessary water volume.
The building of the canal stimulated manufacturing enterprises. Among the earliest was the James Screw
Company, which erected a stone building on the bank of the canal and manufactured wooden screws. In 1845
the Rope and Bagging Company set up operations to make rope, bagging, and duck, a durable cotton fabric; after four or five years, the company failed, but its building was soon occupied by another firm, the American
Gutta Percha Company. It manufactured this tough, latex-based substance for a few years before it, too, failed.
J.V.D. Kelley’s mill, in an 1843 advertisement, announced a constant supply of ground plaster and requested
customers to bring corn, oats, rye, and flaxseed for grinding, using the water from the canal. Two other mills
also used the power of the canal in the 1840s. In addition, two companies shared the building of the James Screw
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Company: a paper mil and the Woods ShingleMachine Company; the latter failed after a few
years. Most of these factories diverted the water of
the canal through raceways into their own overshot
or breast waterwheels. The water was then recycled back into the canal and thence into the Raritan
River.
One of the most successful enterprises on the
Raritan Power Canal was the Kenyon Machine
Shop. Founded at Belvidere, New Jersey, Kenyon
moved to Raritan in the 1840s. In the beginning,
only millwright machinery and waterwheels were
made; later the company turned to producing agricultural machinery and it continues in operation
today.
As a sidelight, in the course of my research I was surprised to learn that, in 1847, one parcel of land along
the canal was purchased by Alonzo House; I have not yet learned if he is an ancestor of mine.)
When the new headgates had been installed and other improvements had been made, the power system
drew bigger industries, notably the Raritan Woolen Mills, and led to the development of the town of Raritan.
Raritan Woolen Mills is perhaps the best example of a successful industry spawned by the Raritan Power
Canal. In 1869 the Einstein Brothers of New York recruited J. Harper Smith to come to Raritan and take
charge of the new mill they were building for the manufacture of heavy woolen goods and coatings. Over the
years, under Smith’s direction, the Raritan Woolen Mills grew from 25 looms to 215. Smith also supervised
a second mill, called Somerset Manufacturing; it had 125 looms turning out cashmere. A historical marker
notes:
“Because of cheap water power provided by the Raritan Water Power Canal, mills
were established and employed thousands of people. These mills were the industrial
and financial backbone of Bridgewater Township for over 100 years. Mill owners
built housing for mill workers.”
This housing is still being used today by residents of Raritan. Sadly, though, the mill itself was demolished in 2004, and new housing was built on the site.
To comprehend the wealth generated by the Raritan Woolen Mills,
one need only visit the home of
J. Harper Smith in Somerville. Built in 1880, the home featured formal
gardens, a large glass conservatory, and stables. Mr. Smith also built
the rectory of St. John’s Episcopal church as a memorial to his only
son.
Today, the last few hundred yards of the main canal have been
filled in to form a park and an industrial zone. This spillway at the end
of the watered section allows the overflow to return to the river. The
canal park is home to a statue of Marine Gunnery Sgt. John Basilone,
Raritan’s World War II hero. Basilone
received the Medal of
Honor for heroism above and beyond the call of duty during the Battle
of Guadalcanal and the Navy Cross posthumously for extraordinary
heroism during the Battle of Iwo Jima. He was the only enlisted Marine to receive both of these decorations in World War II.
Also in the canal park is this memorial to the Naraticong Indians. It
says, “…whose friendship for the whites made possible the building of
the Olde Yorke Road over their trail which from 1765 to 1839 was the
Swift Sure Stage Line between New York and Philadelphia. From this
point to Lambertville, thence to Philadelphia, this ancient highway still
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retains its original name.”
There is one more famous name connected with the Raritan Power Canal. In 1893, James Buchanan
Duke purchased a large farm along the Raritan River. He enlarged his holdings until the estate encompassed over 2200 acres. J.B. Duke, for whom Duke University is named, had acquired his wealth in the
tobacco and hydropower industries and used this fortune to convert Duke Farms into the showplace of
New Jersey.
Water was one of Duke’s passions. The reservoir for J.B. Duke’s estate, which had a capacity of 2 million gallons, was completed in April 1897 at the same time that Duke acquired control of the Raritan Water
Power Company. He pumped and filtered water from the river and the canal to create a chain of lakes covering 75 acres. It is said that J.B. Duke never tired of watching the columns of water and misty spray
thrown high into the air. Streams were turned into new channels, flowing through grassy banks, lined with
shrubs and flowers. Attractive stone bridges spanned rivers and brooks. Thirty-five fountains were built
throughout the estate; one was an exact copy of a fountain in the Place de la Concorde in Paris.
Though the Raritan Power Canal is no longer used by industry, it now serves the public as a recreation
area. Somerset County’s Duke Island Park, encircled by the canal and the river, offers free concerts
throughout the summer; the park also has extensive picnic and playground areas and hosts many local ball
teams. Of course, the canal path (never a towpath) is a boon for jogging, biking, or just walking the dog.
The canal path is also part of Somerset County’s Raritan River Greenway.
The Raritan Power Canal, once an industrial centerpiece, now lives on as a tranquil greenway, serving
the people of Central New Jersey.

If you are walking along the Feeder Canal south of Lambertville
and you notice an unpleasant odor, the Lambertville Municipal Utilities Authority’s sewer plant personnel would like to know about it.
The Canal Watch has been asked to give you the main phone number (for use during business hours) and the hotline number. Please call
to report any odors. You will be asked a few questions, such as where
you are and what it smells like.
Plant number: 609-397-1496
HOTLINE: 888-214-6830
Now you can donate to the D&R Canal Watch simply by
shopping at Amazon.com.
You can support the D&R Canal Watch by shopping at
AmazonSmile.
It’s easy. Instead of starting at www.amazon.com, simply
begin with this link. It takes you to the shopping page.
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/22-2935985
Then, automatically when you shop:
 Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable organization of your choice.
 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service.
Support your charitable organization by starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com.
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DELAWARE & RARITAN CANAL WATCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2016-2017
Class of 2017
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington)
Class of 2018
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer
Doug McCray (Southampton)

Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook)
Class of 2019
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville), activities chair
Jessica Hunsdon (Highland Park)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)
Jean Bruno Stremlo (Piscataway)

WE ARE A BIT LATE IN SENDING OUT THE MEMBERSHIP REMINDERS.
BELOW PLEASE FIND THE RENEWAL FORM AND DIRECTIONS FOR
RENEWING ONLINE.
AS YOU KNOW, CANAL WATCH MONIES ARE USED TO BENEFIT THE
DELAWARE AND RARITAN CANAL STATE PARK.

D&R Canal Watch 2016-2017 Membership Renewal Form
Membership year: September 1 to August 31
Individual $15 _______

Family $25 _______

$50 _______

$100 _______

Other ______

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ______________
Phone(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________________
Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002. OR renew online at www.canalwatch.org.

Click on “Contact and Join.” Complete the form, choose your membership
level in both places, and click on “Buy Now.”
For reasons of fiscal and environmental responsibility, newsletters will be posted on the Canal Watch website,
www.canalwatch.org, and emailed to members for whom we have email addresses. If you require a paper copy,
please check here _____.
Volunteers are needed to lead walks/trips. Do you have computer, photography, or design skills that you are
willing to use for the organization? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___ Try me ____ (circle your skill)
The D & R Canal Watch is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.
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