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News from the New Jersey Water Supply Authority
By Beth Gates, Executive Director
Hydrilla was discovered in the Washington Crossing section of the canal
in July 2016. Hydrilla is an extremely aggressive invasive aquatic plant that
spreads very rapidly and forms dense mats that can choke the flow of water
through the canal. A lake management firm was hired in September, 2016
to survey, assess, and map the extent of hydrilla and other problem weeds in
the high-priority segments of the Delaware & Raritan Canal. The survey
report indicates that, for the 18.31 miles surveyed, submerged aquatic
vegetation was collected at 96 percent of the sites, confirming the spatial
extent and diversity of vegetation in the canal. Hydrilla was observed at 56
percent of the survey sites.
On May 31, 2017, the Authority began a low-dose (<4 ppb) herbicide
injection of Sonar Genesis for up to 120 days targeting the hydrilla and
other nuisance aquatic vegetation. At these low rates, there are no restrictions on fish/fish consumption, human/animal water consumption or
contact. There are some recommended water irrigation usage restrictions
that have been posted along the treated areas of the canal. All canal water
customers have been engaged in the management planning process and
continue to be updated on the status of treatment. The herbicide application
is showing promising signs of effectively controlling the Hydrilla and other
nuisance aquatic plants. The Authority and the consulting firm are monitoring the status of plants and the herbicide concentrations at several points
along the canal. For monitoring and project information, please visit
www.njwsa.org/
hydrilla.
There are three
capital projects in
various stages correcting seepage in the
embankment along
the canal. The seepage in West Amwell
emanating from the
base of the masonry
wall just downcanal
from Lambertville
(continued on p. 5)

To view the color version of the newsletter, send your email address to barthlinda123@aol.com.

CANAL WATCH ACTIVITIES FOR 2017
D&R CANAL WALKS THROUGH HISTORY
Saturday, August 26 – 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. Hike 2.9 miles on the D&R Canal
towpath between Mulberry Street, Trenton and Carnegie Road. Meet at the parking lot at Carnegie
Road, off Route 1 North. 2-3 hours. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at 201-401-3121 or bbarth@att.net.
Saturday, September 2 – 10:00 a.m. A Walk Through History. Hike 3 miles on the D&R Canal
Feeder towpath between Upper Ferry Road and Ellarslie. Meet at Ellarslie, the Trenton City Museum
in Cadwalader Park. 2-3 hours. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at 201-401-3121 or bbarth@att.net.
Sunday, September 24 — New Brunswick’s 37th Annual Raritan River Festival at Boyd Park, along Route 18.
This festival is a one-day event and will run from 12noon - 5:30 p.m. bringing with it an array of Family Fun activities throughout the
day including; multiple Live Musical platforms, Dance, Fitness & other demonstrations for all to enjoy, along with Crafters, Food Vendors, the popular Cardboard Canoe Building Contest and of course the featured Annual Rubber Duck Race, sponsored by the Beez Foundation - helping children fight brain cancer.

If you can help at the Canal Watch table, please contact Doug McCray at
609-859-4084, K2QWQ@comcast.net.
Saturday, October 14 -- East Millstone Canalfest, Market Street, East Millstone.
franklinfoodbank.org/events/ (rain date: October 14)
Saturday, October 21 - 10:00 a.m. Bilingual (English/Spanish) Nature Walk. Enjoy a casual
6-mile walk on the D&R Canal towpath between Lock 11 in South Bound Brook and the Millstone
Causeway. A shorter distance option is available. Please meet at Lock 11 in South Bound Brook, across
from the post office on Canal Road at Madison Street. We will enjoy conversation in English and Spanish
as we identify various wildlife and vegetation. Please RSVP at https://goo.gl/kdlL6b or email Jessica
Hunsdon for more information at jhunsdon@gmail.com or call/text at 732.993.4505.
Friday, November 10 - 7:00 p.m. Star-gazing along the canal. The Moon and its craters, mountains,
and mare (dark areas on the surface of the moon) will be visible in the west, as will bright Venus
and giant Jupiter. Saturn will rise in the east where we will be able to see its glorious rings. The event
will take place at the Griggstown Grasslands. Leader: Wayne Petko. Registration is required; attendance
limited to 30 people. Contact Wayne Petko at wpetko02@gmail.com
Saturday, November 18 – 10:00 a.m. Walk 6.2 miles on the D&R Canal towpath between Carnegie
Road and Ellarslie, or choose a shorter hike of 2.5 miles. Meet at Ellarslie, the Trenton City Museum
in Cadwalader Park, Trenton. Questions? Please contact Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or
pjvcombe@gmail.com.
Saturday, December 9 – 10:00 a.m. Walk 5.5 miles on the D&R Canal towpath between Carnegie
Road and Alexander Road, or choose a shorter hike of 2.9 miles. Meet at Turning Basin Park on
Alexander Road, Princeton. Questions? Please contact Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783 or
pjvcombe@gmail.com.

WE ASK YOU TO PLEASE RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP FOR 2017-18. SEE PAGE 6 FOR DETAILS.
2

News from the D&R Canal Commission
New Executive Director: John Hutchison was appointed Executive Director of the D&R Canal Commission at a
Special Meeting of the Commission on July 10. Mr. Hutchison is a former Senior Policy Advisor to DEP
Commissioner Bob Martin and has served in many roles in both the Executive and Legislative Branches of state
government since 1988. He was Aide to the Senate Environment Committee from 1993 to 2010 and has drafted
and analyzed legislation impacting the canal. He was also a member of the Lambertville City Planning Board
when he resided in that city from 1994 to 2001. While in Lambertville, Mr. Hutchison resided on Clinton Street,
and saw many New Jerseyans enjoying cycling on the canal towpath. Mr. Hutchison and his wife now live in the
canal community of Lawrenceville, where they are renovating an 1821 home that was once a tavern. Mr. Hutchison attended is first Commission meeting on July 19th, expressed his gratitude to the Commissioners for
unanimously appointing him to his post, and thanked his able and gracious predecessor, Marlen Dooley, for her
advice and support during the transition.
Priorities for New Executive Director: Mr. Hutchison informed the Commissioners of a series of meetings he will
be holding with the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) in the near term to address the priorities of
the Commission. These include enhancements to the Commission’s IT systems, providing for secure storage of
mission-critical documents, improvements to the Commission’s website that provide the public with more
information and transparency regarding Commission activities, and upgrades to the Commission’s email
capabilities that will enhance the long-term goal of providing for electronic submission of applications and
supporting documents. Mr. Hutchison will also be working with DEP on improvements to the physical plant at
the Commission offices at Prallsville Mill.
New Commission Staff: Haley Johnson is a 2017 graduate of the College of New Jersey and holds a Bachelor’s
degree in Sociology. She is likely the first person the public will speak with when calling the Commission, and
she will be assisting John Hutchison and Colleen Christie Maloney in the months ahead.
Princeton University Expansion: A representative of Princeton University has visited the Commission offices
to examine maps detailing property ownership in the area along Carnegie Lake. The university has been working
to understand property ownership in the area as they undertake a campus expansion plan that has been widely
reported in the news media. In return for providing the university with the opportunity to copy historic maps
of the area, the university has electronically scanned the maps and provided copies to the Commission free of
charge.

CANAL WATCH TO FEATURE BI-LINGUAL WALKS
Thanks to board member Jessica Hunsdon, the Watch has added two bi-lingual nature
walks to the 2017 list of activities!
Beginning at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, October 21, Jessica and friends will show the beauty and
history of the canal state park to visitors for whom Spanish is their native language. They will enjoy
conversation in English and Spanish as they identify various wildlife and vegetation. We are
honored to have park naturalist Stephanie Fox assist in identification and interpretation.
October’s walk will begin in South Bound Brook and end at the Millstone Causeway/Route 514/
Amwell Road in East Millstone. Along the way we will see Lock 11, a spillway, the village of
Zarephath, and the new bridge connecting the canal park with Somerset County’s Colonial Park.
Please RSVP at https://goo.gl/yZBWdX or email Jessica Hunsdon for more information at
jhunsdon@gmail.com or call/text at 732.993.4505.
For more details, please see the activities schedule on pages three.
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News from the D&R Canal State Park
Historic Gristmill Foundation Exposed in Griggstown
By Vicki Chirco, Resource Interpretive Specialist
This July, the 1950s era “Fairweather” house, located adjacent to the towpath at the Griggstown Causeway,
was taken down. All remains from the building were removed with the exception of one structural element—
the stone foundation. Park users may notice the
now open location and some may wonder why
the home was removed but its stone foundation
was left intact. . Because it no longer served a
useful purpose, was quickly deteriorating, and
was built after the canal era, a decision was
made to remove the mid-twentieth century
home. The foundation, however, had another
story to tell
Clement Wilson Fairweather acquired the
property adjacent to the towpath in 1948 and
soon went about constructing a new home at the
location. Luckily for him, a sturdy foundation
already existed on the site. Rather than remove
it and start anew, he went about building his
home directly on it. Those surviving stones
were all that remained of a gristmill that once serviced area residents during the canal era. By the turn of the
twentieth century, the mill was no longer profitable and was dismantled. Only its stone foundation was left
intact. That gristmill was erected in the 1840s by Abraham Veghte as a replacement for the original 18 th century Griggstown mill located further south of the Causeway. Squire Veghte had that mill, which sat in the path
of the coming waterway, removed when the D&R Canal was dug and he soon went about construction on a
new mill at the Causeway.
The 2nd Griggstown grist mill opened for operation in the 1840s. It was owned and operated by the Vegthe
family until it was sold and dismantled by
Abraham Vegthe’s grandson Charles
Hoagland. The property remained in the family until its sale to Mr. Fairweather by Maria
Hoagland. Mr. Fairweather owned the home
for thirty years and then sold it to the state of
NJ in 1978, a few years after the establishment of the Delaware and Raritan Canal State
Park. The home was rented and occupied for
many years but sustained damage from successive flooding. Because it was too costly to
repair and maintain, a decision was made to
remove the mid-twentieth-century structure—
a non-contributing element of the D&R
story—but retain the mill foundation.
With the removal of the house, the D&R
Canal State Park, in partnership with the D&R
Canal Watch, now hopes to create and install
interpretive signage at the site to help visitors
learn the significance of the surviving stone foundation and the 19th-century role the mill played in the canal
community of Griggstown.
4

Lock has been mitigated by installing a chemical grout curtain. Notice to proceed has been given to the contractor who will install a buried steel sheet pile curtain wall down the center of the towpath at a seepage location downcanal from Blackwell Mills Causeway. Once the sheeting is delivered, the installation should take
fewer than three weeks to install. The third project will target seepage emanating from the Griggstown
Wastegate. Construction plans are still being prepared in anticipation of procuring the services of a contractor. The project is expected to include some excavation in addition to cementitious grouting, likely centered
on the towpath.
Other projects include the 10-Mile wastegate replacement where notice to proceed was issued to the contractor. The cast iron gates will be installed “in the wet” once the gates are fabricated, likely in the fall,
2017. The Cherry Tree Lane Spillway is substantially complete with the exception of final site restoration. Large capital projects still in various stages of design and schematic design include the dredging of the
canal from Kingston Lock to Amwell Road (10.5 miles), the rehabilitation of the embankment from Prallsville Lock to the southern end of Stockton (the old railroad trestle), and the rehabilitation of the embankment
from Raven Rock Lock to the Wickecheoke Creek.
Industrial Walk Schedule
For Information & Reservations please e-mail:
macgraphics2@gmail.com
September 16 – Hacklebarney – Forges and Mines
October 15 – Chester Furnace (pictured right)
This year’s schedule of Industrial Heritage Walks
offers a combination of new tours and old favorites. We
hope there will be something for everyone. Please
register early if you would like to attend, some of last
year’s walks were sold out early. As always, everyone
on the IHW mailing list will receive an e-mail
announcement a week before each tour date with the
starting time and meeting place for that tour.
Most tours start at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to
attend, a quick return e-mail puts you on the list. If you
are not yet on your list and would like hear about
Industrial Heritage Walks, please contact us at
macgraphics2@gmail.com

If you are walking along the Feeder Canal south of Lambertville and you notice an unpleasant odor, the Lambertville Municipal Utilities Authority’s sewer plant personnel would like to
know about it.
The Canal Watch has been asked to give you the main phone number (for use during business hours) and the hotline number. Please call to report any odors. You will be asked a few
questions, such as where you are and what it smells like.

Plant number: 609-397-1496
HOTLINE: 888-214-6830
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DELAWARE & RARITAN CANAL WATCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2016-2017
Class of 2017
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington)
Class of 2018
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer
Doug McCray (Southampton)

Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook)
Class of 2019
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville), activities chair
Jessica Hunsdon (Highland Park)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)
Pamela V’Combe (Trenton)
Jean Bruno Stremlo (Piscataway)

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIVING TO THE D&R CANAL WATCH
Many people consider making charitable contributions for income tax
purposes. Remember that the Canal Watch is a tax-exempt organization,
so your contributions are tax-deductible.
D&R Canal Watch 2017-2018 Membership Renewal Form
Membership year: September 1 to August 31
_____ Individual $15

____ Family $25

_____ Corporate: $200 ____ Corporate $500

____ Supporter $50
_____ Corporate $1000

____ Benefactor $100
$_____ Other

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ______________
Phone(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________________
Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002.

OR
Join or renew online at www.canalwatch.org. Click on “Contact and Join.”
Complete the form, choose your membership level in both places, and click on
“Buy Now.”
For reasons of fiscal and environmental responsibility, newsletters will be posted on the Canal Watch website,
www.canalwatch.org, and emailed to members for whom we have email addresses. If you require a paper copy,
please check here _____.
Volunteers are needed to lead walks and bike rides. Do you have computer, photography, social media, or
design skills that you are willing to use for the organization? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___ Try me ___
(circle your skill)
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