Number 64
The D&R Canal Watch
P.O. Box 2
Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553
908-240-0488

www.canalwatch.org

April 2018

Join the D&R Canal Watch at its annual meeting on Sunday,
June 3 at 2:00 p.m. at the Muletenders’ Barracks on the
Griggstown Causeway for a program about

www.canalwatch.org
https://www.facebook.com/
dandrcanalwatch/
info@canalwatch.org
————————
Board of Trustees
Linda Barth, president
Barbara Ross, vice president
Wayne Petko, secretary
Tom Lederer, treasurer
Robert Barth
Ted Chase
George Dawson
Ellen Kaplan
Michael Kaplan
Doug McCray
Jeff McVey
Marion Munk
Ed Sproles
Jean Bruno Stremlo
Diane Tartaglia
Pamela V’Combe
————————Our Mission
The D&R Canal Watch is an
independent, nonprofit organization working to engage the public
in the protection of the environment and preservation of the heritage of the D&R Canal.
A raised public understanding
of the heritage and uses of the
D&R Canal.

The Delaware River’s Historic Bridges
By Joseph Donnelly
For more than a century, the only convenient means of crossing the
Delaware River between
New Jersey and Pennsylvania was a private toll
bridge. This changed in
1918 when a new bistate
panel assisted the two states
in buying the first of
sixteen former private river
bridges and freeing them
of tolls. Thirteen of these
crossings are still in operation today; seven are in
communities along the Delaware & Raritan Canal.
Joe Donnelly of the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission will
provide a slide program on these historic river crossings, the free bridge
movement of a century ago that was centered in Mercer County, and the
progress on a new bridge that is projected to directly link with the canal in
2021.
Joe Donnelly became the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission’s deputy executive director of communications in February 2008. He
previously handled communications in the New Jersey General
Assembly and worked as a reporter for The Record of Bergen
County, NJ. A Lambertville resident, Joe researched the history of
the New Hope-Lambertville
Bridge for the crossing's 200th
anniversary in 2014.

To view the color version of the newsletter, send your email address to barthlinda123@aol.com.

CANAL WATCH ACTIVITIES FOR 2018
D&R CANAL WALKS THROUGH HISTORY
Saturday, May 5 –10:00 a.m.– 1:00 p.m. Bilingual (English/Spanish) Nature Walk. Enjoy a casual 3-mile walk on the
D&R Canal towpath between Lock 11 in South Bound Brook and Zarephath. Please meet at Canal Park in South Bound
Brook, across from the post office on Canal Road at Madison Street. We will enjoy conversation in English and Spanish as
we identify various wildlife and vegetation. Please RSVP by email to Jessica Hunsdon at jhunsdon@gmail.com or call/text
her at 732-993-4505.
Saturday, May 19 -- 10:00 a.m. History Bike Tour on the D&R Canal towpath from Kingston to Griggstown and back,
10 miles round trip. Explore the structures along the D&R Canal with Canal Watch trustee Bob Barth. Meet at the locktender’s home in Kingston. Bring water; helmet required. Allow three hours. Questions? Contact Bob Barth at 201-401-3121 or
bbarth321@aol.com.
Sunday, May 20 -- Canal Road will be closed between 10:00 and 4:00 between Butler Road and Blackwells Mills
Road for Franklin Township’s “Walk and Roll.” Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with
no cars!
Sunday, June 3 – 8:00 a.m. Birdwatching walk. Meet at the historic Van Wickle House off Easton Avenue at the foot of
DeMott Lane, Somerset section of Franklin. See and hear Baltimore and Orchard orioles and other nesting songbirds as we
walk along the Delaware & Raritan Canal. (GPS: 1289 Easton Avenue, Somerset NJ 08873.) Leaders: Barbara & George
Dawson, 732-249-2670; email -- barbaradawsonwriter@yahoo.com.
Sunday, June 3 – 2:00 p.m. D&R Canal Watch Annual Meeting at the Griggstown Muletenders Barracks. Joe Donnelly
of the Delaware River Joint Toll Bridge Commission will present “The Delaware River Bridges.” Questions? Contact
Linda Barth at 908-240-0488 or barthlinda123@aol.com. The GPS address is 4 Griggstown Causeway, Princeton (but the
building is in the Griggstown section of Franklin Township, not in Princeton).
Sunday, June 10 – Canal Walk and Roll: Canal Road will be closed from 10:00 to 4:00 from Route 518 to the
Griggstown Causeway. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with no cars!
Saturday, June 16 — 10:00 a.m. Hike 5.3 miles from Fireman’s Eddy to Prallsville Mill (the meeting place) or choose the
2.6-mile walk to the Holcombe-Jimison Farm. The tour will include the historic remnants of the feeder canal outlet lock to
the river, other historic canal structures and expansive views across river. Leader: Pamela V’Combe, pjvcombe@gmail.com
Or 609-635-2783.
Sunday, July 8 – Canal Walk and Roll: Canal Road will be closed from 10:00 to 4:00 from Route 518 to the Griggstown
Causeway. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with no cars! (See bottom of next page.)
Saturday, July 21 — 10:00 a.m. Hike 5.3 miles from Fireman’s Eddy to Washington Crossing (the meeting place) or
choose the 4.1-mile walk to Church Road in Titusville. Leader: Pamela V’Combe, pjvcombe@gmail.com Or 609-635- 2783.
Sunday, July 8 – Canal Walk and Roll: Canal Road will be closed from 10:00 to 4:00 from Route 518 to the Griggstown
Causeway. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with no cars! (See bottom of next page.)

Sunday, August 12 – Canal Walk and Roll: Canal Road will be closed from 10:00 to 4:00 from Route 518 to the
Griggstown Causeway. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with no cars! (See bottom of next
page.)
Sunday, September 16 -- Canal Road will be closed between 10:00 and 4:00 between Butler Road and Blackwells
Mills Road for Franklin Township’s “Walk and Roll.” Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal
with no cars!

Saturday, October 13 -- East Millstone Canalfest, Market Street, East Millstone. http://franklinfoodbank.org/
events
Saturday, October 20 – 10:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m. Bilingual (English/Spanish) Nature Walk. Enjoy a casual 3-mile walk on the
D&R Canal towpath between Lock 11 in South Bound Brook and Zarephath. Please meet at Canal Park in South Bound
Brook, across from the post office on Canal Road at Madison Street. We will enjoy conversation in English and Spanish as
we identify various wildlife and vegetation. Please RSVP by email to Jessica Hunsdon at jhunsdon@gmail.com or call/text
her at 732-993-4505.
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Saturday, October 27. Hike 6.2 miles from Washington Crossing to Ellarslie, the Trenton City Museum in
Cadwalader Park (the meeting place) or choose the 2.4-mile walk to Scudder’s Falls. The tour will pass by
Wilburtha and Upper Ferry Road and will include historic canal structures: several stop gates, a spillway, an
aqueduct, and other historic features. Leader: Pamela V’Combe, pjvcombe@gmail.com or 609-635- 2783.
Friday, November 9 - 7:00-11:00 p.m. Star-gazing along the canal. Griggstown Star Gazing. Join us at the
Griggstown Grassland Preserve for an evening of stargazing. The planet Mars will be visible in the south. The
Andromeda Galaxy, the farthest object that can be seen with the unaided eye, will be high in the sky. We will be
looking at star clusters, open clusters and planetary nebulae in the Milky Way. The Grassland Preserve is located
at 1091 Canal Road in Griggstown. Space is limited. Please register by contacting Wayne Petko
(wpetko02@gmail.com).
Saturday, November 17 — 10:00 a.m. Hike 4.5 miles from Whitehead Road to Ellarslie, the Trenton City
Museum in Cadwalader Park (the meeting place) or choose the 2.5-mile walk to the Trenton Battle Monument.
Leader: Pamela V’Combe, pjvcombe@gmail.com or 609-635-2783.
Saturday, December 8 — 10:00 a.m. Hike 5.6 miles from Griggstown to East Millstone (the meeting place) or
choose the 3.5-mile walk to Blackwells Mills. Leader: Pamela V’Combe, pjvcombe@gmail.com or 609-635-2783.

and Upper Ferry Road and will include historic canal structures: several stop gates, a spillway, an aqueduct, and other historic features. Leader: Pamela V’Combe, pjvcombe@gmail.com or 609-635- 2783.

2 free family-friendly bike rides with Franklin Township’s “Walk and Roll”
Bike seven miles at a leisurely pace along Canal Road
and the D&R Canal State Park between Rocky Hill and
the Griggstown Causeway. Follow the footsteps of
George Washington after the Battle of Princeton and
learn about his spy John Honeyman on July 8. On August 12, discover why the D&R Canal was one of the
most successful canals in the U.S. Rides are sponsored
by the East Coast Greenway Alliance, RideWise and (on
Aug. 12) D&R Canal Watch.
For both bike rides, meet at 10 a.m. at the D&R Canal
State Park parking lot on Kingston-Rocky Hill Road (Route 603) in Rocky Hill just south of Route 518. The
ride will use Canal Road and the D&R Canal towpath (weather permitting) to create a seven-mile loop. Plan
on a break at the Griggstown Causeway (bring your own water and any snacks).
All riders must wear helmets. Both rides are free, but pre-registration is required. (Links will be available
later in the year.) Questions? Bob Barth, bbarth321@aol.com; 201-401-3121.
Canal Road will be closed to vehicles (local traffic excepted) from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. between Rocky Hill
and Griggstown for Franklin Township’s “Walk and Roll” events on June 10, July 8 and Aug. 12.
About the organizers:
The East Coast Greenway (www.greenway.org) connects 15 states, 450 cities and towns, and 3,000 miles
of people-powered trails from Maine to Florida, including part of the D&R Canal State Park. The nonprofit
East Coast Greenway Alliance works with partners at federal, regional, state and local officials to bring the
dream of this 3,000-mile route to life.
RideWise (www.ridewise.org) is an independent nonprofit promoting efficient and sustainable travel options, public transit, ridesharing, biking and walking in Somerset County.
D&R Canal Watch (www.canalwatch.org) is a nonprofit volunteer organization dedicated to preserving the
heritage of the D&R Canal.
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UPDATE ON THE HYDRILLA ERADICATION
The 2017 D&R Canal Aquatic Plant Management herbicide application targeting the invasive aquatic
plant hydrilla was completed on September 28, 2017.
A survey of all submersed aquatic plants was conducted for the entire length of the D&R Canal in 2017.
Sections of this survey were used to compare
the hydrilla growth in 2016 to the hydrilla
growth in 2017 near the end of the 120-day
herbicide application. Compared with the
baseline aquatic plant survey conducted in
September 2016, hydrilla observations were
reduced from 56% of sites surveyed to 5% of
sites in September 2017.
This year, the hydrilla observed consisted
of single stemmed plants that showed signs
of damage from the herbicide. The
occurrence of hydrilla was reduced from
large dense beds in 2016 to individual plants
in 2017.
Hydrilla produces tubers, which are overwintering structures that remain dormant
under the sediment until spring. Samples
were taken in both 2016 and 2017 to estimate
the tuber densities at five sites in the sections where hydrilla was present in 2016. The 2017 sampling effort
documented a percent decrease of 82-100% of hydrilla tubers compared with the 2016 results.
While these results are indicative of a very successful management season, hydrilla is extremely
persistent and resilient. Very low tuber densities, lower than the numbers we are seeing in the D&R Canal,
are adequate enough for the hydrilla to reestablish to similar plant densities in just a few years. The survey
also documented the presence of another invasive aquatic plant, fanwort (Cabomba caroliniana) (photo
above), in the Kingston section of the canal. The New Jersey Water Supply Authority and the consultant will
continue to monitor the fanwort population.
The 2017 management season report will be posted on the Authority’s hydrilla website (www.njwsa.org/
hydrilla) when it is available, along with management plan updates for the 2018 season.

DREDGING OF THE CANAL FROM KINGSTON TO EAST MILLSTONE
The long-awaited dredging of the canal began in early March with site preparation and selective tree
cutting. The former work is being done at 1391 Canal Road, where the dredged material will be pumped for
drying and removal. Active dredging is expected to start in the summer of 2018. Occasional, temporary
closures of the towpath may be necessary during the project. Signage will be posted at D&R Canal State Park
entrances surrounding the closed areas to notify the public.
The active dredging season is July 1-October 31 and three seasons are expected (2018, 2019, 2020).
Additional processing and trucking of dredged sediment will occur outside of those dates. Sediment that is
removed from the D&R Canal will be dewatered and delivered by truck to the American Cyanamid Superfund Site in Bridgewater, NJ for beneficial reuse.
The 10-mile section of the canal that will be dredged is located between Route 27 (Kingston) and Amwell
Road (East Millstone), all within Franklin Township, Somerset County (see map on next page). This dredging
project is expected to take four years. The actual dredging operations will take place during three consecutive
calendar years. The projected amount of sediment to be removed from the canal is approximately 248,000
cubic yards. As dredging progresses, the wet sediment will be transported by a pipe to a temporary staging
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area (1391 Canal Road) where the sediment will be dewatered. Once dry enough, the sediment will be trucked to
the former American Cyanamid site for beneficial reuse, with the drained water returned to the canal after treatment.
During April through June, workers will prepare the five staging or access areas: John W. Flemer Preserve,
Little Valley, Griggstown, North Brunswick Water Treatment Plant, and East Millstone Park. For this year the
dredging work will be done from July 1 through October 31 in order to protect the game fishery within the
Delaware and Raritan Canal and tributaries to the Millstone River and to prevent adverse impacts to hibernating
turtles.
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News from the good old days
along the canal.

The origin of these stories is uncertain.
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Industrial Walk Schedule — April—July
For information & reservations please e-mail:
macgraphics2@gmail.com
This year’s schedule of Industrial Heritage Walks (IHW)
offers a combination of new tours and old favorites. We hope
there will be something for everyone. Please register early if
you would like to attend, as some of last year’s walks were
sold out early. As always, everyone on the IHW mailing list
will receive an e-mail announcement a week before each tour
date with the starting time and meeting place for that tour.
Most tours start at 10:00 a.m. If you would like to attend,
a quick return e-mail puts you on the list. If you are not yet
on our list and would like hear about Industrial Heritage
Walks, please contact us at macgraphics2@gmail.com.
April 21—Split Rock Iron Furnace – Led by Joe Macasek and
Bierce Riley. This walk is a rare
opportunity to visit Morris
County’s only standing iron furnace and to explore the village
that supported its operation. The
tour will include new research
that has expanded the story of the
site. The visit will include a look
at the impressive stone furnace
stack, the forge site, and an examination of the archeological
remains of this once-thriving
community. This is an archeology hike with a moderate amount of walking, sometimes
over uneven terrain. Come equipped with sturdy shoes and a
lot of imagination! Fee: $5.00. Register at macgraphics2@gmail.com or call 973- 292-2755.
May 12—Fort Hancock: Homeland Security 1895 – Led
by Joe Macasek and Bierce Riley. Strategically located at the
entrance to New York Harbor, Sandy Hook is the site of the
nation’s oldest working lighthouse, built in 1764. An important part of the harbor’s defense system, the Hook is the site
of the country’s first weapons proving ground and Fort Hancock, the best-preserved military post in the northeast. On

this all-day walk we will tour the fort, visit the site of
the proving grounds, and see coastal fortifications dating from the 1860s to the 1960s. The Hook is also a
spot of great natural beauty with an outstanding view
of the lower harbor. The tour will involve many stops
and lots of walking. Please wear sturdy shoes and bring
your lunch: there is no food service. After the tour you
may want to explore on your own, visit one of the
beaches, or ride the bike path. Fee: $5.00. Register by
e-mail at: macgraphics2@gmail.com or call 973- 2922755.
June 16—Denville to Rockaway, Morris Canal
Greenway Walk – Led by industrial archeologist
Joe Macasek and Bierce Riley. When completed in
1831, the Morris Canal extended 102 miles across the
rugged highlands of New Jersey, from Phillipsburg on
the Delaware River, uphill to its summit level at Lake
Hopatcong, and down to New York Harbor at Jersey
City. On this tour we will walk a seldom-visited stretch
of canal along the Rockaway River between Denville
and Rockaway. Along the way we investigate the site
of the Beaver Brook Feeder and the crossing of the
Hibernia Mine Railroad and look for canal sites in
downtown Rockaway. This tour will involve quite a bit
of walking along trails and city streets as well some off
-trail exploration. Fee: $5.00. Register by e-mail at:
macgraphics2@gmail.com or call 973- 292-2755.
July 7—Decker-Kincaid – Homestead, Mines and
Forge Site. Led by Joe Macasek and Bierce Riley. The
Decker-Kincaid Homestead, built in 1785 with an
addition dating to 1837, survives as an example of one
of the many prosperous farms that one dotted the upper
Rockaway Valley, an area that embraced both agriculture and industry. On this tour we will visit the homestead, look for remains of the Decker bloomery forge,
and explore the nearby Rock Pond Mountain to find
the working of the Rockaway Valley Mines. There will
be a lot of walking as well as some off-trail exploration. Come equipped with sturdy shoes and a lot of
imagination! Fee: $5.00. Register by e-mail at: macgraphics2@gmail.com or call 973- 292-2755.

If you are walking along the Feeder Canal south of Lambertville and you notice an unpleasant odor, the Lambertville Municipal Utilities Authority’s sewer plant personnel would like
to know about it.
The Canal Watch has been asked to give you the main phone number (for use during business hours) and the hotline number. Please call to report any odors. You will be asked a few
questions, such as where you are and what it smells like.

Plant number: 609-397-1496
HOTLINE: 888-214-6830
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DELAWARE & RARITAN CANAL WATCH BOARD OF TRUSTEES 2016-2017
Pamela V’Combe (Trenton)
Jean Bruno Stremlo (Piscataway)

Class of 2018
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer
Doug McCray (Southampton)
Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook)

Class of 2020
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington)

Class of 2019
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville), activities chair
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)

TAX-DEDUCTIBLE GIVING TO THE D&R CANAL WATCH
Many people consider making charitable contributions for income tax
purposes. Remember that the Canal Watch is a tax-exempt organization,
so your contributions are tax-deductible.
D&R Canal Watch 2017-18 Membership Renewal Form
Membership year: September 1 to August 31
_____ Individual $15

____ Family $25

_____ Corporate: $200 ____ Corporate $500

____ Supporter $50
_____ Corporate $1000

____ Benefactor $100
$_____ Other

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ______________
Phone(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________________
Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002.

OR
Join or renew online at www.canalwatch.org. Click on “Contact and Join.”
Complete the form, choose your membership level in both places, and click on
“Buy Now.”
For reasons of fiscal and environmental responsibility, newsletters will be posted on the Canal Watch website,
www.canalwatch.org, and emailed to members for whom we have email addresses. If you require a paper copy,
please check here _____.
Volunteers are needed to lead walks and bike rides. Do you have computer, photography, social media, or
design skills that you are willing to use for the organization? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___ Try me ___
(circle your skill)
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