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SAVE THE DATE! SUNDAY, JUNE 9
The Canal Watch Annual Meeting on Sunday, June 9 will feature
naturalist, photographer, and canal enthusiast James C. Amon.
For twenty-nine years, Jim Amon served
as the executive director of the D&R Canal
Commission, guiding that organization through
its formative years, planning for the canal park’s
future, guiding development of the park and
administering a regulatory program to protect the
canal from the harmful impacts of new development.
Upon his retirement in 2005 he became the
director of stewardship for the D&R Greenway Land Trust, taking
responsibility for managing over
100 nature preserves comprised of
approximately 4,000 acres.
Jim lives in Lambertville with
his wife, Kathleen, and their
dog—really her dog—Sally. He is
seriously involved in photography
with exhibits in galleries throughout central New Jersey. He writes
on environmental issues and
gardens in his 30’ x 30’ backyard.
Come and see his beautiful images of the flora and fauna that call
New Jersey home.
The Canal Watch Annual Meeting will begin at 2:00 p.m. at the
Mule Tenders Barracks, 2 Griggstown Causeway in the
Griggstown section of Franklin Township. If you are using GPS,
please give Princeton as the town (even though it’s nowhere near
Princeton). Light refreshments will be available. A used book sale
will include books about transportation, mainly canals, at low, low
prices. Come and take one (or more than one) home.

To view the color version of the newsletter, send your email address to barthlinda123@aol.com.

CANAL BOAT FUNDRAISER A SPLASHINGLY BIG SUCCESS!
On a beautiful sunny and warm day in
May the D&R Canal Watch hosted a canal
boat dinner cruise at Hugh Moore Park in
Easton, Pennsylvania.
Fifty friends and members of the
Watch experienced a mule-pulled ride
along the Lehigh Canal with the added
fun of being raised and lowered.in the
Abbott Street lock.
Traveling troubadour Roy Justice
entertained the passengers with canal
history and songs, including the crowdpleasing “The Cat Came Back.”
Many in the crowd had never been
inside a canal lock and were excited to

The Josiah White II. Photo credit: Gary Heller

learn what it is like to be raised and lowered by the
power of the water.
The event was held to raise funds for the
restoration of the bridgetender’s station in East
Millstone. This is the structure next to the house.
The bridgetender would wait in the station until he
heard the sound of the conch shell, signaling the
approach of a canal boat.
Then he would stop the road traffic (horses and
wagons, later cars and trucks) and swing the bridge

The drop gate is on the upstream end of the lock, just
as it was on the Delaware and Raritan Canal.

to the side.
For the restoration, suggested by State
Park Superintendent Patricia Kallesser, the
station would be moved off its foundation,
restored, and then replaced.
We hope that the project will be done
before the Amwell Road/Route 514 bridge over the
canal is replaced.
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Employees of the city of Easton served as our locktenders. This gentleman is getting ready to raise the
drop gate after the Josiah White II floats into the Abbott Street lock. Photo by Gary Heller.

The mules, Hank and George, are far ahead of the vessel so that they don’t pull it into the bank. This is also why the
captain is steering, using the tiller at the back.

Doreen Repsher of Green Harvest serves the delicious buffet dinner to the
guests.
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Singer and storyteller Roy Justice kept us entertained and taught us a lot about how our canals
work.

If our vessel, the Josiah White II, had continued on to the
Delaware Canal, paralleling the Delaware River, we would
have descended and left the lock and passed under the Abbott
Street bridge. Photo by Gary Heller.

After their long walk to the lock, Hank and George get a rest while
munching on the grass.

Canal Watch
guests listen to
Roy Justice and
watch the mules
towing the boat
along the Lehigh
Canal.
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Photos by Gary Heller ← ↓

Cranking open the wickets to fill the lock.

GIFTS FOR THE PARK
The D&R Canal Watch was happy to join with other donors to purchase a new
bicycle repair station for park visitors to Bull’s Island. It will be located near the
bike rack that we purchased earlier in the year.
The station has tools
attached to long cables
(see middle picture). A
rider can attach the bike to
the station (as shown) and
use the tools to repair the
bike.
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“Take a Photo from the Towpath”
contest!
Submit it for our 2020 Canal
Calendar!

Take a Photo from the Towpath contest!
Submit it for our
2020 Canal Calendar!
Visitors to the Delaware and Raritan Canal experience beautiful
views at every turn of the towpath.
The D&R Canal Watch invites you to photograph the scenic
beauty of our historic waterway and send the photo(s) to us for
possible inclusion in our 2020 calendar.
The canal has many places that, when captured in a photo, may
encourage others to get out and explore the park by foot, bike, canoe,
or kayak.

CONTINUED
ON THE
NEXT PAGE

Photo by Michael Kaplan
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Photos will be judged by professional photographers and twelve
images will be selected for the pages of the calendar.
Entry rules for the photography contest are as follows:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Entries must be received by June 28, 2019. The Canal Watch
will submit them to the judges in July.
Only amateur photographers may submit images to the contest.
The photo(s) must be attached to an email and submitted
electronically to barthlinda123@aol.com;
Each photo must be clearly identified as to the location from which
it was taken and the date taken. Photos can be submitted from any
year and showing any season.
Photos must be submitted in
JPEG format at a resolution
of at least 300 dpi.
The email must contain the
photographer’s name, address,
phone number, and email address.
The D&R Canal Watch reserves
the right to use the contest photo
entries with entrant’s credit on the
Canal Watch website,
www.canalwatch.org, in print,
and promotional materials.

START SNAPPING!

Photo by Denise Schulz
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CANAL WATCH ACTIVITIES FOR 2019

www.canalwatch.org

www.dandrcanal.com

All Saturday Canal Walks begin at 10 AM, unless noted. Meeting Places are designated with “(MP)” in the walk
description. Contact information for Program Leaders is below. If emailing, use “D&R Canal” in subject header.
Bob Barth, 201-401-3121; bbarth321@aol.com
Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783; pjvcombe@gmail.com

Jessica Hunsdon, 732-993-4505

Sunday, June 2 – 8:00 a.m. Birdwatching walk. Meet at the historic Van Wickle House off Easton Avenue at
the foot of DeMott Lane, Somerset section of Franklin. See and hear Baltimore and Orchard orioles and
other nesting songbirds as we walk along the Delaware & Raritan Canal. (GPS: 1289 Easton Avenue,
Somerset NJ 08873.) Leaders: Barbara & George Dawson, 732-249-2670; barbaradawsonwriter@yahoo.com
Saturday, June 8 - 10:00 a.m. 5.8 m Walk – East Millstone to Lock 11 in South Bound Brook (MP), across from
the post office on Canal Road at Madison Street. Short walk is 2.7 m to Zarephath. East Millstone May be small
today, but it was once a booming factory and transportation hub. See the Pillar of Fire site at Zarephath and S.
Bound Brook’s GAF factory redesign along the canal, a model of adaptive reuse. Leader: Pamela V’Combe
Sunday, June 9 – 2:00 p.m. D&R Canal Watch Annual Meeting at the Griggstown Mule Tenders Barracks.
Celebrating the 185th anniversary of the opening of the D&R Canal and the 30th anniversary of the D&R Canal
Watch. Jim Amon will present his wonderful photographic program on flora and fauna along the canal.
Contact Linda Barth at 908-240-0488 or barthlinda123@aol.com. GPS address is 4 Griggstown Causeway,
Princeton. (the building is in the Griggstown section of Franklin Township, not in Princeton.)
Tuesday, June 24 -- 9:30 a.m. - East Millstone Canal Towpath to Colonial Park Loop. 2.0 – 2.5 miles.
Meet at the East Millstone trailhead (Route 514) where we will visit the historic Bridgetender’s House and hear
about the village’s history from the 16th century. Then, we depart for a short leisurely walk to Somerset County’s
Colonial Park. After exploring the park’s numerous gardens and arboretum, we will return to our cars. Leader:
Pamela V’Combe
Sunday, July 14 – Canal Walk and Roll: Canal Road will be closed from 10:00 to 4:00 from Route 518 to the
Griggstown Causeway. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with no cars!
Tuesday, July 23 -- 9:30 a.m. Bulls Island and Raven Rock via the White Oak Trail Loop. 2.0 – 2.5 miles. Meet
at the D&R Canal State Park’s Bulls Island Visitor Center on Route 29, where D&R Canal history and nature
displays can be viewed. After hearing the history of Bulls Island and the local area, we will depart for the White
Oak Trail and see the hamlet’s namesake, Raven Rock. Leader: Pamela V’Combe
Saturday, August 10 - 10:00 a.m. 6.2 m Walk- Washington Crossing to Ellarslie, the Trenton City Museum in
Cadwalader Park (MP). We will pass by old quarries near Wilburtha and Upper Ferry Roads, several historic canal
structures, stop gates, a spillway, an aqueduct, and other historic features. Short walk is 3.6-mile walk to Scudder’s Falls. Leader: Pamela V’Combe.
Sunday, August 11 - Sunday, July 14 – Canal Walk and Roll: Canal Road will be closed from 10:00 to 4:00
from Route 518 to the Griggstown Causeway. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal
with no cars!
Tuesday, August 20. 9:30 a.m. 3 miles- Blackwells Mills Bridge Tenders Garden & Six Mile Run Trail. Meet at
the Blackwells Mills Day Use Area parking lot (on the causeway). En route to the Six Mile Run Trails area, we
will visit the Blackwell Mills bridgetender’s house and garden, and then head toward the Six Mile Run trail. We’ll
become familiar with the original plans for the area, as we explore a small part of the trail system. Lunch: Bring a
picnic lunch. Leader: Pamela V’Combe
Saturday, September 14 - 10:00 a.m. 5.7 m Walk Bulls Island to Holcombe Jimison Farm (MP). Starting at the
D&R Feeder Canal origins, we will pass an early 18th century milling village on the confluence of the Delaware
River and Wickecheoke Creek, pass through Stockton, and conclude at a historical farm site. Short walk is 3m to
Prallsville Mills. Leader: Pamela V’Combe
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Saturday, September 14: 11:00-5:00, Spirit of the Jerseys State History Fair, Monmouth Battlefield
State Park. Experience five centuries of New Jersey’s history all in one place—a historical festival for all
ages. This free, award-winning event annually draws more than 5,000 visitors. The fair is a fun-filled adventure into New Jersey’s past with living history demonstrations, military reenactors, tours, exhibits, period
music and dance, and historical organizations and museums from around the state. There are plenty of handson activities for kids and adults, from learning the art of paper marbling to participating in historical games;
to plowing a furrow or participating in a military drill. This is a chance to see the new visitor center at
Monmouth Battlefield, 16 Highway 33 Business, Manalapan Township, NJ 07726; 732-462-9616. (Rain
date: Sunday, September 15)
Saturday, October 12 - 10:00 a.m. 5.4 m Walk on the D&R Canal towpath from Fireman’s Eddy to
Prallsville Mill (MP) The tour will include the historic remnants of the feeder canal outlet lock to the river,
other historic canal structures, and expansive views across river. Short walk is 2.6-mile walk to the Holcombe
-Jimison Farm. Leader: Pamela V’Combe
Friday, November 1 - 7:00-11:00 p.m. Star-gazing along the canal. Griggstown Star Gazing. Join us at the
Griggstown Grassland Preserve for an evening of stargazing. The planet Mars will be visible in the south. The
Andromeda Galaxy, the farthest object that can be seen with the unaided eye, will be high in the sky. We will
be looking at star clusters, open clusters and planetary nebulae in the Milky Way. The Grassland Preserve is
located at 1091 Canal Road in Griggstown. Space is limited. Please register by contacting Wayne Petko
(wpetko02@gmail.com).
Saturday, November 9 - 10:00 a.m. 5.3 m Walk Fireman’s Eddy to Washington Crossing (MP @ Nelson
House). See the emerging grassland/meadows restoration project, riparian and edge habitats supporting a
large variety of wildlife. Along the way, stroll through the picturesque and historic Titusville, ending at the
site of the famous Christmas Night Crossing by Washington and the Continental Army. Short walk option is
the 4.1-mile walk to Church Road in Titusville. Leader: Pamela V’Combe

D&R Canal Watch 2019 Membership Renewal Form
Membership year: January 1 to December 31

Nonprofit Org $10 ____
Supporter $100 _______

Individual $15 ____ Family $25 _______
Organization$40 ____
Patron $250 ______ Business member $500 ____ Benefactor $1000 _____

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ______________
Phone(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________________
Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002.
For reasons of fiscal and environmental responsibility, newsletters will be posted on the Canal Watch website, www.canalwatch.org, and emailed to members for whom we have email addresses. If you require a paper
copy, please check here _____.
Volunteers are needed to lead walks/trips. Do you have computer, photography, or design skills that you are
willing to use for the organization? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___ Try me ____ (circle your skill)
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Class of 2019-2020
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)
Pamela V’Combe (Trenton), activities chair
Jean Bruno Stremlo (Piscataway)

Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington)
Class of 2021-2022
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer
Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook), secretary

Class of 2020-2021
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
LOCAL EVENTS YOU MAY WISH TO ATTEND
Fridays, starting June 7 – Mercer County
Tour Morven’s Reimagined Historic Gardens
Fridays starting June 7 at 11:00 a.m.
$10; free for Friends of Morven
Please preregister online. Tickets can be paid for and picked
up in Morven’s gift shop prior to the start of the tour. Ticket
includes same-day Museum admission.
Enjoy a 45-minute tour of what's in bloom in Morven’s
reimagined gardens! Garden guides will share how the house
and gardens evolved under each family that resided at Morven.
Beginning with Annis Boudinot Stockton (18th century), Harriet Potter Stockton (19th century), and Helen Hamilton Stockton (20th century), based upon writings and journals of these
women, and followed by Robert Wood Johnson, Jr. and Governor Walter Edge, the house and garden evolved to reflect the
taste of the time. This year’s demonstration garden features historical plantings of note that are not to be missed. Space is limited. Shine only, rain cancels garden tour.
Ticket link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tour-morvensreimagined-historic-gardens-tickets-57421257527
Saturday, June 8 —Somerset County
the Heritage Trail Association will sponsor a daylong symposium about the 1778-79 Middlebrook Cantonment (Encampment)
of Gen. George Washington and the Continental Army.
The symposium will be held at the Bridgewater Municipal
Building, 100 Commons Way, and will feature many topics
relating to the army’s six-month cantonment in the Watchung
Mountains. Among the speakers and topics are:
• The Importance of the Watchung Mountains to the
Continental Army, Mark DiIonno, author and journalist
• Lessons Learned from Previous Encampments, Steven
Elliott, winner of the 2017 Middlebrook research
competition
• Somerset County’s Middlebrook Resources, Thomas
D’Amico, Somerset County Planner and reenactor
• George Washington and the planning of his Indian Campaigns, Frank Esposito, Professor of History and Education,
Kean University
• The Beacon System, a historical entertainment with His
Excellency George Washington and Lord Stirling
• The First Military/Artillery Academy, John Seidel, archeologist, Associate Professor of Anthropology and Environmental Studies, Washington College, Chestertown, Maryland
The symposium will run from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The cost is
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$25, which includes lunch. To register, please visit
www.htanj.org and click on “See What’s Happening.”
You may also register by sending a check for $25 per
person, made out to the Heritage Trail Association. Mail
it to Heritage Trail Association, 941 East Main Street,
Bridgewater, New Jersey 08807.
After the symposium, the Crossroads of the American
Revolution and the Heritage Trail will host Revolutionary Spirit Night with the Somerset Patriots baseball
team. Reenactors, General Washington, games, historical
society booths, and more fun! TD Bank Ballpark, 1 Patriots Park, Bridgewater, NJ 08807. For tickets, visit
www.somersetpatriots.com.
Saturday, June 8 – Mercer County
Travel Back to the 80s at the Concert Under the Stars
The Historical Society of Princeton will host its eighth
annual Concert Under the Stars fundraiser on Saturday,
June 8, 2019, from 6:30 – 10:00 PM at Updike Farmstead. This year’s event will feature a vivacious live
performance by The Breakfast Club on the mainstage.
The Gerry Rosenthal Trio will open the event on the
farmhouse porch.
The Breakfast Club is the longest running, most recognized 1980s tribute band in the United States. Formed in
1993, The Breakfast Club’s mission is to embody the enigmatic, creative, and buoyant spirit of the music and live
performances of the original MTV generation. Members
of The Breakfast Club have shared the stage with numerous music legends, including Whitesnake, The Romantics, Poison, Drivin’n’Cryin’, Hootie and the Blowfish,
White Lion, The Smithereens, Edwin McCain, and many
others.
The Gerry Rosenthal Trio, formed in Jersey City, NJ
in 2015, features Gerry Rosenthal on acoustic guitar and
lead vocals, Jack Breslin on upright bass, and Sean-David
Cunningham on violin. Gerry’s songs fall directly into the
Americana/Folk/Singer-songwriter
category,
with
comparisons to Mumford and Sons, Punch Brothers, and
Ben Folds, rounded out with three-part harmony and
improvised instrumental and solos sections. The Trio
released an EP in April 2019 entitled “First.”
Jammin’ Crepes will serve a farm-to-table dinner
menu. Local craft beers and a selection of wines will be
available.
Tickets to this unique benefit event are available online
at www.princetonhistory.org, or by phone: (609) 9216748 x106.

