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Pedestrian Bridge Repaired
Our thanks to the borough of South Bound Brook for replacing
the pedestrian bridge that connects the towpath to the walking path
in the Canal Crossing residential development.
Mayor Chris Shoffner worked with the state park to reestablish
the bridge after a fire in July 2018 caused much damage (top
photo).
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2020 Canal Calendar has sold out!
On Sunday, October 13 next to the canal in Blackwells Mills, the Canal Watch hosted a Debut Party for the
new 2020 calendar.
Photographers, board members, judges, and other fans of the D&R stopped by to purchase copies. Some
of the photographers signed the calendar next to their images. We thank the Blackwells Mills Canal House
Association and Nat Clymer for sharing their space with us.
It is likely that we will produce a calendar for 2021, so we ask all of you to take photos throughout the
year. Instructions for submission will be sent out early next year.

Photographer Todd Murphy shows the calendar
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REMAINING CANAL WATCH ACTIVITIES FOR 2020
www.canalwatch.org

www.dandrcanal.com

All Saturday Canal Walks begin at 10 AM, unless noted. Meeting Places are designated with
“(MP)” in the walk description. Contact information for Program Leaders is below. If emailing, use
“D&R Canal” in subject header.
Bob Barth, 201-401-3121; bbarth321@aol.com Jessica Hunsdon, 732-993-4505
Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783; pjvcombe@gmail.com

The Canal Watch is working with the state park to complete our
list of activities for 2020. While we have not yet submitted the list for
park approval, we expect to begin the year with these January events:
Saturday, January 11 – 10:00 a.m. Towpath clean-up. MP at Lock 11
in South Bound Brook, across from the post office on Canal Road. Join
members of the Canal Watch in their effort to keep the state park a beauty
spot in central New Jersey. Leader: Bob Barth
Sunday, January 26 – 2:00 p.m. Two-Canal Walk. Meet outside of the
Lambertville Station restaurant, near the caboose. Join the D&R Canal
Watch and the Friends of the Delaware Canal for a guided history and
nature tour along both of our neighboring towpaths. This popular event is
just one of the many activities held during the annual Lambertville-New
Hope Winter Festival. For details, visit www.winterfestival.net.
The first stop of this two-mile walk will be the D&R Feeder lift and outlet
locks to learn how canal boats once crossed the Delaware River via a cable
ferry. We’ll then follow the path of the mule teams of old as we hike through
Lambertville and cross the Delaware River bridge into New Hope.
Heading west, the Delaware Canal towpath will soon be found. We’ll
trek southward through town to Lock 11 and the Locktender’s House. Hot
chocolate and other goodies will be waiting inside. For those who want
to walk and see a bit more, we’ll venture a short distance south to the toll
collector’s house, the canal inlet, and the spectacular vistas of the Delaware
River and wing dam.
The Winter Walk will be held weather and conditions permitting. If in
doubt, check for a go/no go message on the www.fodc.org homepage.
Free, but donations are welcome and appreciated. Leaders: Bob Barth
and Susan Taylor
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D&R Canal Midpoint Marker Restored
By Richard D. Smith

Rocky Hill may not be the center of the universe, but it can lay claim to being the center of the historic
Delaware & Raritan (D&R) Canal.
The proof? A three-foot tall concrete obelisk with the number “22” on two of its four sides, restored to the
towpath on October 4, after a prolonged absence.
Why the twin numbers 22? The main traffic section of the canal from the Delaware River at Bordentown to
the Raritan River at New Brunswick runs a total of 44 miles, with mileage markers placed along the path from
which mule teams towed canal boats. Like the monuments themselves, the system had a simple elegance:
the facing number represented the mileage beyond to the end destination. So, a number “24” on a marker’s
south-facing side showed 24 miles north to New Brunswick; the “20” on the other side indicated 20 miles
south to Bordentown. No matter where, the numbers totaled 44.
Thus, the 22/22 marker—north of today’s public parking lot on Route 518 (Washington Street) in Rocky
Hill—marked the D&R’s midpoint. But sometime in the late 1900s or early 2000s, it tumbled into the
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Photo collage by Vicki Chirco

underbrush below the towpath, a victim of vandalism or an unreported collision with a maintenance
vehicle.
“I think people who used the canal regularly got used to the local landmarks as a way to judge their
position,” says Vicki Chirco, D&R Canal State Park historian. Many mule drivers informally
considered the loading areas and lock at Kingston as the canal’s midpoint.
However, the mileage markers had new importance in the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
Commercial use of the canal (for shipping Pennsylvania coal to end users in New York City) declined
in the late 1800s due to the expanding railroads.
There was a corresponding increase in yachts and other pleasure craft on the D&R as a safe shortcut
between New York City and Philadelphia, instead of the longer and sometimes stormy coastal route.
Pilots could easily read the mileage numbers.
“I haven’t seen any documentation that states definitely when or how many markers were placed
along the towpath,” Chirco says. “Like a highway project today, there might have been completion of
the route and opening for traffic. Then details were added later.”
There’s compelling evidence that today’s obelisks are nearly 150 years old.
An undated engraving of Howell’s Quarries (forerunner of today’s Trap Rock Industries) shows
early excavations of the argillite stone plus a steamboat and railroad locomotives, all circa 1870—and
in the foreground is clearly the 21/23 marker that still stands just north of a spillway.
An elongated rectangle decorates the side of 22/22, unique among these markers. “Somehow it has
to look special,” Chirco observes. “Because it was the midpoint? Or is it more modern? There’s a
debate among local historians about this.”
In response to an inquiry from this writer (whose interest in the venerable monument was renewed
during his research for the July 2019 Montgomery News article on the canal dredging project), park
superintendent Patricia Kallesser investigated. She organized a July 16 on-site meeting with representatives of the State Park Service, the New Jersey Water Supply Authority, and the masonry firm of
Anthony Pennachi & Sons of Hamilton.
The marker was determined to be concrete and, happily, sound enough to be moved.
During the retrieval operation, park historian Chirco opted for the most direct remediation: repairing
and reinstalling the original on site.
Although the original footing has been lost*, measurements from
the nearest other mile markers yielded a new best-estimation spot.
This proved to be directly above the place where the tumbling obelisk
had come to rest, so it may be very close to the original location.
Before the marker was set in a new base, a long vertical crack was
filled using a special concrete mix for historical restorations, with
workers from Pennacchi & Sons taking care not to fill in or otherwise
obscure the mileage numbers.
John Hutchison, executive director of the D&R Canal Commission,
looked on with satisfaction as old 22/22 was set into its new base.
“I’m just glad it has worked out so well,” he said, a sentiment as simple and strong as the concrete sentinel itself.
This article originally appeared in The Montgomery News,
November 2019

*Editor’s note: We believe that the footing exists under the new
surface of the towpath.
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Class of 2020-2021
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington)
Class of 2021-2022
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer
Roberta Batorsky, Bordentown
Carl Hemmingsen, Bordentown

LOCAL EVENTS YOU MAY WISH TO ATTEND
Sunday, December 1 – Hunterdon County
Prallsville Mills Holiday Party, 2:30 to 6:00 p.m.
Lots of Mingle, Jingle, Food & Drink!
Welcome the holiday season at the Prallsville Mills!
This free event will get you and your family in the holiday
spirit with this lineup of fun happenings:
Story Time with Anna P. Wyman: 2:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Horse & Carriage Rides: 3:00- 4:30 p.m. Santa Arrives - 5:00
p.m. Tree Lighting Ceremony - 5:30 p.m.
Buy a Poinsettia for $30. You can help us decorate the Mill
for the Annual Holiday Party by purchasing a poinsettia
plant. The best part? You can take it home with you after the
party on December 1st.
https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/weblink.aspx?
name=E114251&id=62
Sunday, December 1 — Kingston
Join the Kingston Historical Society at 3:30 p.m. as they
light the tree at the locktender’s home. Music and refreshments.
Sunday, December 1 – Lambertville
Christmas on the Farm at the Holcombe-Jimison Farmstead Museum, 1605 Daniel Bray Highway, Lambertville
12 noon to 4 p.m. Join us to celebrate the beginning of the
holiday season. The 1711 House will be decorated for
Christmas with a visit from Santa Claus. The Farmstead
Museum will be open for tours. Blacksmith demonstrations,
craft vendors, holiday music, crafts for the children and
refreshments for all. Take your own photos with Santa or
the antique sleigh. $5.00 per guest donation, children 5 and
under are free. For more information contact Sue Thatcher:
pstcastlecreek@yahoo.com

Saturday, December 7 – Trenton
Music of Scotland in the 1719 William Trent House
Listen to music that the founder of Trenton
likely enjoyed in the house he built in 1719
The Trent House Association presents The Practitioners
of Musick in a performance honoring the Scottish heritage of
William Trent and celebrating the 300th anniversary of the
house he built at the Falls of the Delaware in 1719. The program, “Caledonia,” will include music for recorder and harpsichord composed by Bremner, Oswald, and Ramsey, among
other Scottish masters, and will be performed in the historic 6

Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook), secretary
Class of 2022-2023
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)
Pamela V’Combe (Trenton), activities chair
Charles Martin (Franklin Township)

house. The program will begin at 2 pm at the
William
Trent House Museum, 15 Market Street (across from the
Hughes Justice Complex), Trenton.
Born in Inverness, Scotland, William Trent immigrated
to Philadelphia and established himself as a very successful
shipping merchant. In 1714 he acquired much of the land
that now is the city of Trenton and in 1719 built his
Georgian style mansion on his plantation there. Entertainments he hosted would likely have included music by 18thcentury Scottish composers, which will be performed in the
same rooms where Trent and his guests would have heard
them.
John Burkhalter and Donovan Klotzbeacher founded the
Practitioners of Musick to research and perform the musical
riches of 17th- and 18th-century Great Britain and Ireland
and the Colonial and Federal periods in America and have
performed and lectured at libraries, museums, and historic
sites throughout the region and beyond.
Tickets are $10 at the door and include light refreshments
of Scottish and English fare. Visitors can also purchase decorated wreaths and arrangements and seasonal greens in the
visitor center before or after the concert. More information
is available at https://williamtrenthouse.org/music-ofscotland-in-the-1719-william-trent-house/ Free off-street
parking is available.
Saturday-Sunday, December 7-8 plus Nov. 29 — Bedminster — 17th Annual Colonial Christmas at
Vanderveer House
Kick off the holiday season with plenty of patriotic cheer
at Colonial Christmas!
A patriotic Liberty Tree lighting, Santa visits and story
time, Revolutionary Era re-enactors and demonstrations,
boutique shopping, child and adult holiday workshops, festive decorations, a Candlelight Museum Tour with authentic
Colonial libations, and the beautifully decorated and festive
Jacobus Vanderveer House are in store for visitors to the
17th Annual Colonial Christmas at Bedminster’s historic
Jacobus Vanderveer House & Museum.
The Liberty Tree lighting will be followed by a new
Candlelight Museum Tour on Friday evening, November
29th from 7:30-9:30 p.m. Tour the museum in a whole
new light complete with holiday music, light fare, and Colonial libations authentically crafted by Les and Jobie Ford,
Colonial re-enactors portraying barkeeps with The Mumbling Manxman, an 18th century traveling field tavern. The
cost is $25 per adult age 21 and older. The following weekend, Colonial Christmas is in full swing. The museum will

be open Saturday and Sunday, December 7 & 8, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. The fundraiser features museum tours, period re-enactors, festive holiday decorations, boutique shopping, cannon firing and military
demonstrations by Lambs Artillery. Santa visits the museum from 11 a.m.-1 p.m. with story time on both
Saturday and Sunday, and there are Build a Polar Pal, Holiday Ornament, and Paint & Sip workshops for
children and adults throughout the weekend!
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D&R Canal Watch 2020 Membership Renewal Form
Membership year: January 1 to December 31

Nonprofit Org $10 ____
Supporter $100 _______

Individual $15 ____ Family $25 _______
Organization$40 ____
Patron $250 ______ Business member $500 ____ Benefactor $1000 _____

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ______________
Phone(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________________

Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002.
For reasons of fiscal and environmental responsibility, newsletters will be posted on the Canal Watch website, www.canalwatch.org, and emailed to members for whom we have email addresses. If you require a paper
copy, please check here _____.
Volunteers are needed to lead walks/trips. Do you have computer, photography, or design skills that you are
willing to use for the organization? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___ Try me ____ (circle your skill)
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