Number 67
The D&R Canal Watch
P.O. Box 2
Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553
908-240-0488
www.canalwatch.org
https://www.facebook.com/
dandrcanalwatch/
info@canalwatch.org
————————
Board of Trustees
Linda Barth, president
Barbara Ross, vice president
Wayne Petko, secretary
Tom Lederer, treasurer
Robert Barth
Roberta Batorsky
Ted Chase
George Dawson
Carl Hemmingsen
Ellen Kaplan
Michael Kaplan
Charles Martin
Jeff McVey
Marion Munk
Ed Sproles
Jean Bruno Stremlo
(leave of absence)
Diane Tartaglia
Pamela V’Combe
————————Our Mission
The D&R Canal Watch is an
independent, nonprofit organization working to engage the
public in the protection of the
environment and preservation
of the heritage of the D&R

www.canalwatch.org

September 2019

Canal Watch 2020 Calendar to be released soon
The new 2020 Canal Calendar will feature the
photography of:
Tom Egan
Leigh Faden
Anna Gerwel
Mary Allessio Leck
Todd Murphy

Wayne Petko
Chris Pollard
Sandra Shapiro
Patti Sofran
Bruce Stout

You are invited to meet the photographers and
purchase a calendar at the Blackwells Mills Canal
House on Sunday, October 13 from 2:00-3:00 p.m.
In addition, the calendar will be available for purchase at Canal Watch events.
Copies may also be purchased by emailing or calling Linda Barth (barthlinda123@aol.com; 908-2400488). She will make arrangements to deliver or mail
a copy to you.

August was a busy month for towpath walks
On Saturday, August 10 and on Tuesday,
August 20, Pamela V’Combe led walks along
the canal.
On the August 10 walk, shown below, hikers
explored the towpath from Washington Crossing
to Ellarslie, the museum of the city of Trenton.
They passed old quarries near Wilburtha and
Upper Ferry roads, as well as stop gates, a spillway, and an aqueduct.

The walk on Tuesday, August 20 was
co-sponsored by the Canal Watch, the Hunterdon
Hiking Club, and the state park.
Despite the heat, the group visited Blackwells
Mills and the adjacent Six Mile Run Blue Trail.

D&R Canal Historian Vickie Chirco provided
background on the trail, as well as unique
features of the bridgetenders’ lives along the
canal. Further along, she explained the development of the area and provided context for the 3000-acre Six Mile Run trail system.
Stephanie Fox, the D&R Canal Naturalist identified the trail’s abundant meadow wildflowers,
the different growing patterns of native and invasive species, and the role of pollinators and
wildlife in the meadows. Further along, the trail went into the woods, where the group was
introduced to the impacts of overgrazing and saw woodland vegetation and historic trees.
When the three-mile walk was concluded, many of the hikers enjoyed their lunches and one
another’s company in the shaded picnic area near the trail.
Special thanks to Geoff and Lynn Nicklen of the Hunterdon Hiking Club for their support and
coordination of the walk.
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New Gift for the Park to Aid Kayakers and Canoeists
D &R Canal Watch Installation on the East Millstone North Dock

With the approval of the D&R State
Park, Canal Watch volunteers installed a
kayak stabilizing arm and boat cleats on
the East Millstone dock on the north side
of Amwell Road. This cantilevered dock
extends high above the canal waters and
had no handholds, making it difficult for
kayakers to safely enter and exit their
boats to access this beautiful section of the
canal that goes 2.1 miles from Amwell
Road to Weston Canal Road.
The arm and cleats were an anonymous
gift to the Canal Watch, which in turn
donated these items and their installation
to the D&R Canal State Park.

The Kaya Arm assembly consists of an
aluminum mast that encloses an adjustable
aluminum arm that can be placed slightly
below the water level. Kayakers (and oneperson canoeists) can position their craft
onto the arm, which stabilizes the boat.
While holding onto the mast, they can step
into the center of the boat, seat themselves

and then push off from the dock. To exit the boat, the boater
positions the craft on the arm. The boater can then stand up in
the center of the stabilized boat and step (or swing their body)
onto the dock.

Full instructions for operation have been affixed to the mast,
along with a QR code that links to an instructional video that
can be viewed from a smartphone.
See the next page for more information.
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Using the link below, you may watch a video of
the Kaya Arm in operation.

https://youtu.be/t0_SSzWy4wk
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Update on the Hydrilla Problem
The D&R Canal Aquatic Plant Management
Project is in its third year of applying the herbicide Sonar Genesis (active ingredient: fluridone)
in the canal to control hydrilla. Tubers were
found during the October 2018 survey, indicating that hydrilla still has the capability for a full
re-infestation in the canal within a few years if
not managed.
The target application rate remains 2-4 ppb.
This year, one hydrilla plant has been found in
the Washington Crossing area, and it is showing
significant signs of stress from the herbicide. Hydrilla has also been confirmed in the Delaware
River in the Washington Crossing area, so the
potential for re-infestation to the Canal is very
high.

Fundraising continues for restoration of the
East Millstone bridgetender’s station
All proceeds from our May canal boat dinner cruise have been earmarked for the
restoration of the East Millstone bridgetender’s station (shown below at the edge of the canal).
The boat ride netted $2500.
In addition, we have received a
donation of $1000 from members Bill
and Clare Bohnett. We thank them so
much for their generosity.
The Canal Society of New Jersey
has pledged $10,000 toward this
project, bringing our total so far to
$13,500.
We hope that the sale of our new
2020 Canal Calendar will add to this
fund.
Copies of the calendar may also
be purchased by emailing or calling
Linda Barth barthlinda123@aol.com;
908-240-0488). She will make
arrangements to deliver or mail a
copy to you.
With an additional donation from
Photo by Patti Sofran of East Millstone. Patti is the president
of the East Millstone Historical Society.
the Canal Watch, we should be close
to meeting the original estimate for
the work, which includes removing the bridgetender’s station from its foundation, restoring the
structure and foundation, and replacing the building on the foundation.
With help from the DEP, we hope to have this work done before the DOT begins work to
replace the Amwell Road/Route 514 bridge over the canal.
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REMAINING CANAL WATCH ACTIVITIES FOR 2019
www.canalwatch.org

www.dandrcanal.com

All Saturday Canal Walks begin at 10 AM, unless noted. Meeting Places are designated with “(MP)” in the walk
description. Contact information for Program Leaders is below. If emailing, use “D&R Canal” in subject header.
Bob Barth, 201-401-3121; bbarth321@aol.com
Pamela V’Combe, 609-635-2783; pjvcombe@gmail.com

Jessica Hunsdon, 732-993-4505

Saturday, September 14—10:00 a.m. 5.7 m Walk Bulls Island to Holcombe Jimison Farm (MP). Starting at the
D&R Feeder Canal origins, we will pass an early 18th century milling village on the confluence of the Delaware River
and Wickecheoke Creek, pass through Stockton, and conclude at a historical farm site. Short walk is 3m to Prallsville
Mills. Leader: Pamela V’Combe
Saturday, September 14—11:00-5:00, Spirit of the Jerseys State History Fair, Monmouth Battlefield State Park.
Experience five centuries of New Jersey’s history all in one place—a historical festival for all ages. This free, awardwinning event annually draws more than 5,000 visitors. The fair is a fun-filled adventure into New Jersey’s past with
living history demonstrations, military reenactors, tours, exhibits, period music and dance, and historical organizations
and museums from around the state. There are plenty of hands-on activities for kids and adults, from learning the art of
paper marbling to participating in historical games; to plowing a furrow or participating in a military drill. This is a
chance to see the new visitor center at Monmouth Battlefield, 16 Highway 33 Business, Manalapan Township, NJ
07726; 732-462-9616. (Rain date: Sunday, September 15)
Saturday, October 12 — 10:00 a.m. 5.4 m Walk on the D&R Canal towpath from Fireman’s Eddy to Prallsville Mill
(MP) The tour will include the historic remnants of the feeder canal outlet lock to the river, other historic canal
structures, and expansive views across river. Short walk is 2.6-mile walk to the Holcombe-Jimison Farm. Leader:
Pamela V’Combe
Saturday, October 26 —Bilingual (English/Spanish) Nature Walk, 10:00 am - 1:00 p.m. Bring the whole family
for a casual 2.8-mile walk on the D&R Canal Towpath between Amwell Rd and Zarephath. We will meet at the
Amwell Rd (Route 514) parking lot located in the D&R Canal State Park on Amwell Road in the East Millstone section
of Franklin Township. Our walk will be led by Park Naturalist Stephanie Fox and translated by Daniel Lima. We will
enjoy conversation in English and Spanish as we look for wildlife and vegetation. Please RSVP to Jessica Hunsdon at
jhunsdon@gmail.com or text 732-993-4505 in English or Spanish.
Friday, November 1—7:00-11:00 p.m. Star-gazing along the canal. Griggstown Star Gazing. Join us at the
Griggstown Grassland Preserve for an evening of stargazing. The planet Mars will be visible in the south. The Andromeda Galaxy, the farthest object that can be seen with the unaided eye, will be high in the sky. We will be looking at star
clusters, open clusters and planetary nebulae in the Milky Way. The Grassland Preserve is located at 1091 Canal Road
in Griggstown. Space is limited. Please register by contacting Wayne Petko (wpetko02@gmail.com).
Saturday, November 9—10:00 a.m. 5.3 m Walk Fireman’s Eddy to Washington Crossing (MP @ Nelson House).
See the emerging grassland/meadows restoration project, riparian and edge habitats supporting a large variety of wildlife. Along the way, stroll through the picturesque and historic Titusville, ending at the site of the famous Christmas Night Crossing by Washington and the Continental Army. Short walk option is the 4.1-mile walk to Church
Road in Titusville. Leader: Pamela V’Combe

Waterloo Canal Days — Every Saturday in September, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Canal boat rides — Lenape Indian Village — Canal Museum —
Canal boat exhibit — village walking tours — historic trades
From RT 206 NORTH OR SOUTH
Take RT 206 into to Byram Township.
Turn onto Waterloo Road at the traffic light intersection of RT 206 and Waterloo Road in Byram
Township. (There is a Shell gas station and Santander Bank on the corner).
Take Waterloo Road for approximately 2 miles.
Waterloo Village will be on the left.

From RT 80 WEST or EAST
From RT 80, take exit 25 toward Stanhope. Immediately upon
exiting RT 80, get into the right lane and watch for the first
ramp on the right. Take the first ramp toward the International
Trade Zone. Go ¼ mile to the first traffic light and turn right
onto Continental Drive. Continue 1.1 miles to the stop sign at
the end. Turn left onto Waterloo Road and continue for 1.2
miles to the main entrance of Waterloo Village which will be on
the left.
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Bicycling Group Makes Donation to Canal Watch
The Mid-Atlantic Tandem Enthusiasts (MATES) has donated $600 to the D&R Canal Watch.
On the first weekend in August, the group completed a tandem bicycle rally in Princeton. Nearly 200
participants took part, riding 100 tandem bicycles. While most people did road bike rides, MATES did offer
off-road routes to those who prefer shady paths and rail trails. As a result, they were directed to the D&R
towpath trails. Perhaps you noticed some tandems on the trails that weekend?
Every year MATES has rallies in different places on the East Coast, from Virginia to New Hampshire. They
do not expect to be back in the Princeton area for 10-15 years. Different teams organize the rallies each year.
MATES is a smaller, more intimate tandem rally held locally in the Mid-Atlantic region. It was originally
started at the behest of some tandemists who did not want to
make the trek to New England to attend the annual Eastern
Tandem Rally (ETR), but wanted a regional rally.
MATES stands for Mid-Atlantic Tandem EnthusiastS, and
historically has been held from North Carolina north to New
Jersey, with half the rallies in Virginia. It has also served to get
some teams involved with organizing a tandem rally without
taking on the responsibilities incumbent with the significantly
larger Eastern Tandem Rally. MATES rallies usually run from
35 to 50 tandem teams, where the current ETR rally target is
125 teams.
According to organizer Brenda Isherwood, “We are happy to
contribute. Our organization is non-profit. When we have a little
bit of money left over from our weekend, we look to donate it to
bicycle-friendly causes. We thought that donating to the D&R Canal Watch was really perfect, since we had
actually used the trail system over the weekend.”

D&R Canal Watch 2019 Membership Renewal Form
Membership year: January 1 to December 31

Nonprofit Org $10 ____
Supporter $100 _______

Individual $15 ____ Family $25 _______
Organization$40 ____
Patron $250 ______ Business member $500 ____ Benefactor $1000 _____

Name _________________________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ______________
Phone(s) _______________________________________________________________________
Email address ___________________________________________________________________
Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002.
For reasons of fiscal and environmental responsibility, newsletters will be posted on the Canal Watch website, www.canalwatch.org, and emailed to members for whom we have email addresses. If you require a paper
copy, please check here _____.
Volunteers are needed to lead walks/trips. Do you have computer, photography, or design skills that you are
willing to use for the organization? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___ Try me ____ (circle your skill)
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Class of 2020-2021
Theodore Chase (Griggstown)
George Dawson (New Brunswick)
Jeff McVey (Lambertville)
Barbara Ross (Princeton), vice president; development
Ed Sproles (Lawrenceville)
Diane Tartaglia (Pennington)

Marion Munk (Piscataway)
Wayne Petko (South Bound Brook), secretary
Class of 2022-2023
Linda Barth (Somerville), president
Robert Barth (Somerville)
Michael Kaplan (Griggstown)
Ellen Kaplan (Griggstown)
Pamela V’Combe (Trenton), activities chair
Charles Martin (Franklin Township)

Class of 2021-2022
Tom Lederer (Princeton), publicity chair, treasurer
Roberta Batorsky, Bordentown
Carl Hemmingsen, Bordentown

LOCAL EVENTS YOU MAY WISH TO ATTEND
Saturday, September 14 – Hunterdon County
Gaia's Way and Sustainable Historic Renovation
Talk, Tour & Mingle
1:00 PM – 3:00 PM Join the Lambertville Historical Society for a tour of the extraordinary Richard Holcombe
farmstead—now called Gaia’s Way—which dates to 1744
and is currently under renovation. The owners, construction manager and materials specialist Lia Nielsen and
architect Jason Kliwinski, will discuss this complex project, their vision of “sustainable historic restoration,” and
their plans to transform this abandoned property back
into a local gem. And they will guide us through the
3,000+ square foot house, two barns and other outbuildings, and around the grounds.
After the tour, enjoy beverages and snacks on the porch
and mingle. Parking is free and on the grounds. This property
is on River Road (aka Daniel Bray Highway) just north of
Route 202 on the right. Rain date is 9/21 1:00-3:00 pm. This
event is for LHS members (free) and their guests ($5).
Gaia's Way is located at 1680 RT-29 (Daniel Bray Highway), Lambertville, NJ 08530. Learn more at https://
www.gaiaswayfarm.com/

Saturday, September 21 – Mercer County
The Princeton Battlefield Society will hold Young Patriots Day at the Princeton Battlefield on Saturday, September 21 (rain date Saturday, September 28). The event will
feature reenactments, living history demonstrations, short
lectures by noted authors and authorities, and participatory
activities, all designed to bring our local history into an excitingly immediate experience. 10:00 to 4:00 at Princeton Battlefield.
Saturday, September 21 – Mercer County
Arts, Music, and Nature
Morven is participating again in Smithsonian Magazine’s
National Museum Day! On September 21st, 2019, admission
to the museum will be free with downloaded tickets. This
year’s theme is a “Year of Music,” and Morven is hosting
a concert by Generations Baroque Ensemble at 3:30 pm
to celebrate. Docent-led tours are throughout the day at
11:00, noon, 1:00, and 2:00 p.m. Register for a Victorian
pressed flower workshop from 10:00–1:00 p.m. Create beau9

tiful pressed flower art at this program, $25 for nonmembers and $15 for members.
Thursday, September 26 – Mercer County
Historical Fiction Book Group
6:30 - 8:00 p,m,
Updike Farmstead, 354 Quaker Road, Princeton
Join us for this popular series' first installment of
the school year! Get immersed in the world of a historical time and place, then engage with a scholar to
discuss the fictional elements and nonfictional context of selected books.
This session will feature discussion of The Shadow
Lines by Amitav Ghosh, with Karen Pechilis, Professor of History at Drew University.
Free, but registration is requested, as space is limited.
Visit this link to register: https://princetonhistory.
org/events/historical-fiction-book-group-9/
Sunday, September 29 – Somerset County
Filmmaker Tim Stollery present a program on John
Honeyman, Washington's spy, on Sunday, September
29 at 2:00 p.m. Sponsored by the Somerset County
Historical Society, the program will be held at the Van
Veghten House, 9 Van Veghten Lane, Bridgewater.
Doors will open at 1:30. Refreshments will be served.
Please RSVP to Tomk@somersethistorynj.org
We are requesting a $5 donation for this event.
Wednesday, October 2 – Mercer County
A Birthday Walk for Richard Stockton
On October 2nd at 2:00 p.m., to celebrate Richard
Stockton’s October birthday, we are holding a Stockton-specific walking tour designed for Morven by
Wiebke Martens and Jennifer Jang, authors of Discovering Princeton: A Photographic Guide with Five
Walking Tours. Come join us on our walk through the
Mercer Hill Neighborhood, featuring Stockton family
landmarks. Registration is required. Talk is $10, free
for friends of Morven.

