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 What’s ahead for the D&R Canal State Park in the years to come? Find out at our annual 
meeting on Sunday, June 28 as we hear about the upcoming Master Plan. 

 

Sunday, June 28: 2:00 p.m. Canal Watch Annual Meeting. D&R Canal Commission director John Hutchison 
will share the work on the new master plan. Fellowship Hall behind the Griggstown Reformed Church, 1065 Canal 
Road, Griggstown. (GPS may use Princeton, although it is nowhere near Princeton.) Contact: Linda Barth, barth-
linda123@aol.com; 908-240-0488. 

More about the Canal Master Plan: 
     The D&R Canal Commission is making important progress on its challenging and long-awaited initiative to re-
vise its master plan for the D&R Canal and conduct an up-to-date Historic Structures Survey.   
     The Commission is working with the Trenton-based firm, Clarke Caton Hintz, on the comprehensive master plan 
update, made possible through a $550,000 grant from the New Jersey Historic Trust. The Historic Structures Survey 
is the project’s centerpiece, and it is focusing on documenting the canal state park’s historic resources, determining 
their condition and devising strategic recommendations for preserving these canal treasures. The last historic struc-
tures survey was conducted in 1982. 
     The current master plan, last updated in 1989, has guided the physical development of the park and informed the 
implementation of the Commission’s land use regulatory program to protect the canal’s historic, environmental and 
water supply resources.  
     During the past three decades, however, central New Jersey has undergone significant environmental, economic 
and demographic changes. And while the master plan continues to be an important document, it no longer accurately 
reflects the “truth on the ground” in the 450 square miles of the Commission’s jurisdiction. An updated master plan 
would provide current and comprehensive data, analysis, strategies and recommendations on guiding the physical 
development and future growth of the canal park and maximizing the potential of its myriad resources.  
 
Five public meetings have been scheduled so that residents and other interested parties may see the plan and 

make comments: 
 
All sessions will be held from 6 to 8 p.m. at the following locations: 
 
July 14: Rutgers University, Edward J. Bloustein School, Livingston Avenue, New Brunswick 
 

July 20: Phillip J. Pittore Justice Center, South Union Street, Lambertville 
 

July 29: Franklin Township Community Center, DeMott Lane, Somerset 
 

August 11: NJ DEP Public Hearing Room, East State Street, Trenton 
 

September 8: Lawrence Township Library HQ Branch, Brunswick Pike, Lawrence Township 
 

 

More Canal Watch Activities and Events for 2026 

Sunday, July 26: Canal Road Walk and Roll. 10:00-4:00. Canal Road will be closed from East Millstone to 
Butler Road. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with no cars! 

 
Sunday, August 30: Canal Road Walk and Roll. 10:00-4:00. Canal Road will be closed from Griggstown 
Causeway to Route 518 in Rocky Hill. Enjoy a day with friends and family along the scenic D&R Canal with no 
cars! 
                                                               (continued on the next page) 
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Sunday, September 13: Canal House Challenge, 10:00-4:00. Five of the                                                                                
historic locktender and bridgetender homes will be open to the public.                                                                             
Pick up a passport at your first stop and have it stamped. If you visit all                                                                                          
five buildings in one day, you will receive a small prize. Visitors will be           
invited to tour the homes in East Millstone, Blackwells Mills, Griggstown, 
Kingston, and Port Mercer (addresses are provided at the bottom of this page). 
The friends group in charge of each home will welcome visitors and provide a 
tour and history of the building. 
 

           
Sunday, September 20: Young Patriots Day at Princeton Battlefield. Young Patriots 
Day is an annual, interactive educational event held at Princeton Battlefield State Park in 
New Jersey, celebrating 18th-century American history for children and families. The 2026 
event features Revolutionary War reenactments, historical figures, and hands-on colonial 
activities. The Canal Watch will staff a table at this event. Volunteers are welcome.  
 
 
 

Saturday-Sunday, October 10-11: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday; noon            
to 4:00 p.m. on Sunday for Somerset County’s Journey Through the Past.  
     On Saturday, meet and talk with Canal Cap’n Hummel. Performances at 
11:00 and 1:00 at the East Millstone bridgetender’s home. The captain will be 
there all day to talk with guests and answer questions.  
      Canal Watch members will open the East Millstone bridgetender’s home and            
station (and the historic outhouse, for observation only). Bob Barth, 201-401-3121, 
bbarth321@aol.com. (To see the many other historic sites that will be open, Google 

“Journey Through the Past, Somerset County, NJ.”) 
       
       
Sunday, October 18: 10:00 a.m. Bike Ride on the Feeder Canal. Starting and ending point for this round-trip 
ride to be determined. Helmet required. SAVE THE DATE.  Tim Roth, timroth@comcast.net, 973-222-0586. 

 
 
Saturday, October 24: Geology hike, 10:00 a.m. Meet at Prallsville Mills, Route 29, 
Stockton. During this geology walk, participants will learn about the four geologic units             
of the Newark Basin along the D&R Canal. Walk led by Pierre Lacombe, retired USGS             
geologist, pjlacombe25@gmail.com. 
 

Addresses for the Canal House Challenge: 
East Millstone Bridgetender’s Home, 2371 Amwell Road (Route 514). East Millstone section of Franklin                 
Township, Somerset County  
  
Blackwells Mills Bridgetender’s Home, corner of Blackwells Mills Causeway and Canal Road, Franklin Town-
ship, Somerset County.  
 
Griggstown Bridgetender’s House, 2 Griggstown Causeway, Griggstown section of Franklin  
Township, Somerset County.  (GPS will also accept Princeton as the town.)             

 
Kingston Locktender’s House, Route 27, at the D&R Canal, Kingston.  
 
Port Mercer Bridgetender’s Home, 4278 Quakerbridge Road, Port Mercer section of Lawrence Township.  

If you have questions, please call Linda at 908-240-0488. 
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Carnegie Lake at the Millstone Aqueduct. Photo 
by Tom Egan 

Board of Trustees 
 

Linda Barth, president 
Tim Roth, vice president 

Ted Chase, secretary 
Tom Lederer, treasurer 

 
Robert Barth 

Christopher “Kip” Bateman  
Joseph Ciccone 
Charles Martin 

Laurie Reynolds 
Barbara Ross 

Barbara ten Broeke  
Sarah Verbeke 

 

The D&R Canal Watch 
P.O. Box 2 

Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553 
908-240-0488 

www.canalwatch.org  
https://www.facebook.com/dandrcanalwatch/ 

info@canalwatch.org 
 

Our Mission 
   The D&R Canal Watch is an independent, nonprofit 
organization working to engage the public in the protec-
tion of the environment and preservation of the  heritage 
of the D&R Canal. 

 Weekday Lambertville Walk – 3 Miles  

Thursday, June 25, 2026 

Time: 10:30 a.m - 1:00 p.m.  

Weekday Lambertville Walk – 3 Miles  

Join our seasonal historian for a weekday morning walk beginning from the 
D&R parking lot located next to the Holcombe-Jimison Farmstead Museum 
north of Lambertville (1605 Daniel Bray Hwy, Lambertville, NJ 08530; 

SEE LINK ABOVE & BELOW). The group will head south along the D&R Canal State Park's multi-use path into 
Lambertville. This walk will take us to its historic downtown and further south to the D&R's lift and outlet locks 

where the guided portion of the walk will conclude. Attendees will be on their own to either head back into town for 
lunch at one of Lambertville's excellent eateries or back up the path to their vehicles. This will be a leisurely and fact

-filled outdoor program touching on D&R Canal, railroad and Lambertville history so do plan to be with us for               
several hours. 
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   Thanks to the Historical Society of Princeton, we have permission to republish the                       
following booklet, Princeton History, Number 4, 1983. The booklet contains the story, 
“Origins of the Delaware and Raritan Canal,” by Lewis B. Cuyler.  
     Some time ago, John Thallemer shared the above poem with the Canal Watch. We wondered where it had originat-
ed. Paul A. Davis, the Collections and Research Assistant at the Historical Society of Princeton, was able to locate the 
poem in their files. It was part of an article in the journal, Princeton History #4 (1983). Paul very kindly sent us the en-
tire article, included in this newsletter. We share it here with our readers. Note: There are a few statements that histori-
ans have later learned are not accurate. We will add an addendum at the end.  
   Please enjoy the story on the next few pages. 
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         The D&R Canal Watch is asking for your support for our activities that protect, maintain, and pro-
mote the recreational, historical, aesthetic, and environmental qualities of the Delaware & Raritan Canal 
State Park. Over the past years, the Canal Watch has:  
 

• Sponsored a number of events for the park’s 50th Anniversary and created the Tour de Towpath. 
 

• Restored the Kingston canoe/kayak boat launch 
 

• Paid for the conditions assessment and the engineering drawings for the East Millstone and Griggstown 
bridgetender stations.  

 

• Working with the park, we posted signage at six locations to help visitors find their way through            
Trenton. 

 

• Led history walks along both the main canal and the feeder, pointing out historic structures and Light Rail  
 study tours 
 

• Led history bike rides along the main canal.  
 

• Sponsored star-gazing and solar observation events.   
 

• Sponsored bird watching walks along the main canal and bilingual nature walks 
 

• Installed and facilitated canal interpretive signage at locks and spillways 
 

• Activities in 2009 marking the 175th anniversary of the opening of the Delaware and Raritan Canal. These  
included “Meet the Canal Authors Day” and “The D&R Canal: Yesterday, Today, Tomorrow,” by Richard 
Hunter” walks, bike rides, canoe and kayak rides, “Hands Along the Canal,” and proclamations from our         
legislature. 
 

• Examination of Lock 9 to determine the feasibility of reopening the lock to navigation   
 

• Post-flood cleaning of canal structures in Griggstown, Zarephath, and East Millstone 
 

• Painting over graffiti in East Millstone 
 

• Repair of shutters on the East Millstone bridgetender’s home 
 

• Straightening and painting of the outhouse at the East Millstone bridgetender’s home 
 

• Staffing the East Millstone bridgetender’s home during the village’s Canalfest in October 
 

• A photographic exhibit of the homes of bridgetenders and locktenders. 
 

• Services of an information technology consultant for the park’s computers 
 

• Funded classes to certify maintenance staff in small motor repair, applying herbicides, etc. 
 

• Contacted legislators and the governor’s office to keep the parks open and retain the commission 
 

• Facilitated the mothballing of an empty bridgetender’s home by buying lumber and painting the windows. 
 

• Installed Kaya-Arms on docks to facilitate entering and exiting kayaks 
 

• Funding the park’s website and continued updating 
 

• Paying the dues for the Meetup site used for announcing park activities 
 
    Canal Watch Achievements (continued on next page) 
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Canal Watch Achievements (continued from previous page) 
 
 

• Sponsored lectures on topics such as “The Role of the Delaware and Raritan Canal in the Growth of              
Trenton's Industrial Potteries,” “The Operation of the Joint Companies and the Interrelationship of the canal 
with the state’s first railroad,” “The Roebling Story,” “Photography Along the Delaware and Raritan Canal  

      State Park: Treasure in Central New Jersey,” “Meet Ashbel Welch, the second chief engineer of the                 
      Delaware and Raritan Canal,” and Jim Amon on how the canal and the park changed during his tenure                
      with the commission.  
 

• Purchased gifts that the park budget could not provide. These include a digital camera, seven picnic tables,  
      several benches, a laptop computer and software, a desktop computer, an LED projector, an inflatable    
      screen for outdoor viewing of videos, a subscription to the Meetup website, a scanner, printer ink, a water  
      testing kit, an external computer drive, lumber for canoe dock at Griggstown, folding tables and twenty  
      chairs for Bulls Island, development of a new park website and maintenance of the site at the rate of $50 per   
      month, and professional courses for the maintenance staff. 

Renew your Membership for 2026 
 

     We would like to remind our members to please renew 
their membership. You can do so online by visiting 
www.canalwatch.org and clicking on “Join” at the top right.  
    Please wait a few seconds for the membership form to ap-
pear. When you click “Submit,” you will be taken to the payment page. If you prefer to pay by check, 
please make it payable to D&R Canal Watch and mail it to the Canal Watch at P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, 
New Jersey 08553. 

               D&R Canal Watch 2026 Membership Renewal Form 
              Membership year: January 1 to December 31 
  
  

   Nonprofit Org $10 ____    Individual $15 ____   Family $25 _______              Organization$40 ____         
   Supporter $100 _______     Patron $250 ______   Business member $500 ____ Benefactor $1000 _____ 
  
   Name _________________________________________________________________________  
  
   Address _______________________________________________________________________ 
  
   City ________________________________________ State ____________ Zip ______________ 
  
   Phone(s) _______________________________________________________________________ 
  
   Email address ___________________________________________________________________ 
  

     Please send this form and your check, payable to the D&R Canal Watch, to D&R Canal Watch,  
P.O. Box 2, Rocky Hill, New Jersey 08553-0002. Dues can also be paid online at https://
canalwatch.org/join/ 
    For reasons of fiscal and environmental responsibility, newsletters will be posted on the Canal 
Watch website, www.canalwatch.org, and emailed to members for whom we have email address-
es. If you require a paper copy, please check here _____. 
      Volunteers are needed to lead walks/trips. Do you have computer, photography, or design 
skills that you are willing to use for the organization? Would you like to join the Wednesday Work 
Crew? May we call on you? Yes ___ No ___         Try me ____ (circle your skill) 

http://www.canalwatch.org

